THE 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


Vor. XXXVIII. 


OCTOBER, 1858. No. 10. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


THE OLD SPIRIT. 


Many of the churches of America have been recently blessed as they never were before. 
God has indeed helped Zion, and that right early. Ie has appeared in the very midst of 
her. He has built her up. He has lengthened her cords, Strengthened her stakes, and 
enlarged the bounds of her habitation. Ata time when, perhaps, she least expected 
it,—when the wide-spread financial disasters of the country cast a deep shade of gloom 
over all our benevolent operations,—the hand of the Lord was stretched out, as it was 
over the sea-hemmed hosts of Israel, and it was mighty as ever tosave. The mingled 
voices of prayer and praise rose up all over the land — from the rivers to the lakes, 
from the seaside to the mountains. The increase of the church has been like the 
handful of corn shaking as the cedars of Lebanon, while converts have clustered 
around her paths like drops of morning dew. ‘The blessed influence has spread across 
the ocean ; it has risen up the toilsome steeps where our missionaries are laboring ; 
it has visited and lighted some of the darkest valleys and deepest shadows of death in 
the heathen world. To God be all the glory. 

The question now arises —What ought to be the effect of this great revival on the 
missionary cause? A solemn question—and one we must all meet again at the | 
judgment seat of Christ. 

Ought not this new work of grace to bring back to the churches the old missionary 
spirit? It is not to be believed for a moment, that such a precious, glorious, general 
work will spend itself in a few extraordinary measures—an occasional or even a per- 
manent gathering of more devoted and united followers of the Lamb, here and there ; 

%in addition to the number of members reported at our ministers’ meetings and yearly 
associations; in improved hymns and melodies for public and social worship; in the 
increase of pleasant, earnest, genial religious greetings, where Christians rejoice, as the 
angels do, over the conversion of sinners to God. 

No. Tell it notin Gath! Publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon! that this, or 
more than this, at home, is all that is to follow the American reformation of ’57 and 
58. This work, if it be indeed of God, must and will be felt much more extensively 
abroad; it must and will awaken more, much more, of the true missionary spirit in 
the hearts of American Christians. There is no better test of the genuineness and 
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power of a revival, than its practical workings among the objects of real benevolence. 
“ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 

Judged by this infallible standard, what ought to be the fruits of the present hour ? 
A vast increase of contributions to the missionary cause ; a greater consecration of 
time and talents to its prosecution ; a more willing heart, among the younger ministry, 
to lay themselves as sacrifices on the altar of Christ. 

Are we mistaken in this matter? What do we see around us? <A wide-spread 
purpose of enterprise, that has just culminated one of its giant achievements by bringing 
the lightnings of heaven to serve the commerce of man. A scheme of conquest in the 
East that contemplates an entire revolution among the oldest empires of the world. A 
movement for the liberation of millions of the serfs of Russia that must change the 
entire face of Northern society. A rapid development in the West of golden treasures, 
that must spread civilization to the very outskirts of the frozen realms of Nova Zembla. 

In the midst of all this, in full view of the accomplishments of science, genius, com- 
merce and power, what are Christians doing, in proportion to what they ought to do? 
What is the laying of an ocean telegraph, in comparison with giving the light of eternal 
life to the crowded nations groping in the grim and ghastly darkness of pagan night ? 
Are the deeds of Havelock greater than those of Judson? Should we honor Morse 
more than we do Boardman 

Putting our great and holy work on the ground of ambition for the glory of our 
King and his universal dominion, 

“ Lives of good men all remind us 

, We may make our lives sublime; 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time: 

Footprints that perhaps another, 
Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 

Some forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing, may take heart again.” 

The American missionary cause never had greater demands on its friends than it 
has at this moment. How shall these demands be met? How shall they be answered ? 
O for the old spirit to come back again, that was here in the days of Rice and 
Judson! © for more of that self-sacrificing spirit that would give up all for 
Christ! Whose are we? Christ’s. Whose are our time, our property, our talents ? 
Christ’s. Whose is our salvation? Christ's. Whose is to be our song in eternity ? 
Christ's. What better return can we make, then, for all these things, than to renew 
our offerings on Christ's altars? The heathen are perishing! Is not that enough to 
fire us with heavenly zeal in Christ's cause? It was for a perishing world He died. 
Surely, we can give what already belongs to Him, to make known the mighty fact of 
the death of Christ to all the millions who know it not. , for this let us pray, that 
the old missionary spirit of the fathers, baptized afresh in the present revival, may 
return and bless the American churches. 
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us with a revival of religion. Nine 
precious souls have turned to the Lord, 
and been added to his people by baptism, 
within the last few weeks. Several more 
are seeking the Saviour with more or less 
earnestness. Indeed, some of these have, 
we hope, already passed from death unto 
life. 

The centre of this great work of God 
is the boarding school; but its influence 
extends in different directions, and in va- 
rious degrees of power. Numbers have 
been convinced, in some degree, of the 
divine claims of Jesus, and of their need 
of him, who are held in bondage by the 
iron bands of caste. If it would sutflice, 
they would gladly be reckoned as “ private 
believers,” and outwardly conform to the 
rules of heathenism only just sufficient to 
escape persecution. Others have not only 
been “ called,” but “chosen” “ according 
to God's eternal purpose.” Though there 
were no bands of caste to sever, yet there 
were the bands of Hinduism, of custom, 
and of sin, to break off; in fine, in each 
one was required that new creation unto 
holiness, by which Almighty power is 
manifested and magnified. 

With what anxious solicitude have we 
looked upon these pupils, growing up into 
manhood! We have thought, where else 
can we look for native preachers, col- 
porteurs, and school teachers, such as this 
people need? Soon they will scatter far 
and wide, without having the mark of 
God's saving work on their souls. One 
had finished his term of study already. 
But he and two other young men were 
among the first to repent and believe. 
These have been followed by two lads in 
the boarding-school. 

Of the four females who have been 
baptized, one was married from the board- 
ing-school five years since; one was mar- 
ried from it a few months since, and two 
are still connected with it. 

I have called this work the great work 
of God! Must I qualify the expression 
because the number of believers is yet 
small ? 

I was thinking of it as the beginning of 
signs of what the Lord will do hereafter ; 
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even as the first revival in New England 
was the beginning of signs, often repeated 
since, till now something of their interest 
is being realized throughout the whole 
country. 

Particulars of the Revival. 


June 5.— The month of March was 
about to close with no abatement of that 
spiritual death which had spread over this 
field. Our last native preacher had been 
consigned to the grave. His wife, Eliza- 
beth, had appointed the 23d to start for 
her father’s house in Madras. For a long 
time, she and Lydia, a Teloogoo woman, 
had purposed to be baptized together. 
Now that the time of separation was draw- 
ing nigh, they felt anew pressed in spirit 
to fulfil their vows. Accordingly, late in 
the evening of the 22d they came to the 
mission housé, and requested that they 
might be baptized the following day. The 
church came together on the morning of 
the 23d, and after hearing them relate 
what God had done for their souls, voted 
that they should become members on be- 
ing baptized. The ordinance of baptism 
was administered to them late in the 
afternoon. 

At that time a Mohammedan was heard 
to say, “ This is all deception ;” but others 
thought differently. One woman after- 
wards confessed that “ she trembled great- 
ly” on witnessing this solemn ordinance. 
Another woman, a member of the church, 
says “she felt that the Holy Spirit was 
coming down in power upon us.” 

The next day, March 24, three young 
men came to the mission house to inquire 
what they must do to be saved. The 
church observed Monday, April 5, as a 
day of fasting and prayer. At the even- 
ing meeting, a number of persons arose 
and expressed their full determination to 
trust their souls in the hands of Christ. 

One of these is Rangashiah, a married 
man, twenty-five years of age, a weaver 
by trade. is father is priest to the Ma- 
lah people* of his village. He says he 
was devoted to idolatry twenty years; 


* The Malah people are those who have no 
caste. 
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that during the last five years he has 
yielded only external homage to idols ; 
that while engaged in heathen rites he 
has lifted up his soul to the true God, in 
acknowledgment of Him as God alone ; 
and appealed to Him as witness that he 
had no confidence, and no heart, in the 
service of idols. The Holy Spirit seemed 
to convince him of the utter vanity of the 
world, and of the utter misery of the soul 
apart from Christ, the Giver of true peace, 
the Satisfier of the soul’s deepest longings. 

The next, Latchmy Nersu, is a cousin 
of Rangashiah, eighteen years of age. His 
father has for many years declared his 
firm belief in Christianity, and has several 
times requested baptism, but has never 
given satisfactory evidence of the new 
birth. The son was instructed in our day- 
school for several years, and was the sub- 
ject of serious impressions two or three 
years since. At this time he felt a fresh 
call from above. He says he was greatly 
alarmed while reading the Teloogoo Bible, 
which his father had just requested and 
obtained from us. His terror soon, sub- 
sided into a settled and joyful hope of par- 
don and reconciliation with God, through 
the Lord Jesus. 

The third is Changiah, about fourteen 
years of age. He had just graduated 
from our normal school, after a course of 
seven years’ training, and was employed 
by the Juvenile Benevolent Sewing Soci- 
ety,as teacher in the day-school. Ile is 
a youth of spotless character, and of good 
abilities. In former years he was the sub- 
ject of serious impressions; these were 
awakened with new power on witnessing 
the death of Jacob ;* and their awakening 
at length ripened, we trust, into sound 
conversion. 

On that memorable evening, the 5th of 
April, Veragudu also expressed his deep 
conviction of the importance of the pres- 
ent season of grace and visitation of the 
Holy Spirit. He is a pupil in the normal 
school, and has often been the subject of 
serious impressions; but the necessity of 
immediate and full decision was pressed 


* See Magazine for July, 1857, p. 259. 
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upon him as before, on that night when 
his eye caught the last, dying look of Ja- 
cob. It became to him, through the bless- 
ing of God, an effectual sermon. From 
that time he found no rest for his soul, till 
he sought and found refuge at the foot of 
the cross. 

No one among us has excited more 
tender wishes, more ardent hopes, and 
stronger expectations of usefulness than 
Veragudu. After finding safety himself, 
he asked us to pray for his father and 
mother, and went to tell them that he had 
found the Saviour, and to request them 
to come to his baptism. He met with no 
opposition ; for his parents, long and anx- 
iously sought after by the lamented Nersu, 
are nominal Christians; and his father 
has, at times, appeared to be not far from 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Henrietta, the woman who trembled on 
witnessing the baptism, now said her heart 
overflowed with joy. When about eleven 
years of age she was sold by her mother, 
and hopelessly doomed to a licentious life 
among the dancing girls of India. Her 
case having come to the knowledge of the 
magistrate, she was rescued and placed in 
our boarding-school, where she was sup- 
ported by the East Cambridge Sabbath 
school till the time of her marriage, five 
years ago. During the greater part of 
these five years she has been surrounded 
by heathen influences. At times she was 
anxiously alive to the interests of her soul; 
but meeting with no sympathy from her 
husband, she again relapsed into indiffer- 
ence, and tried to live and to feel like the 
heathen around her. But this would never 
do; she had received a Biblical education, 
had been carefully trained under the in- 
fluence of such writings as those of Moses, 
David, the Evangelists, and the apostles. 
She could not efface from her mind the 
conviction that she had a soul to be saved 
or lost, and that Christ is the only Saviour. 

The way was finally opened for her to 
come once more under the direct influence 
of the mission. The word of God was read 
daily from a sense of inward want. She 
gave a willing ear to those serious and 
pointed entreaties, which, at short inter- 
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vals, one and another made, pointing her 
soul to Jesus and heaven. The work of 
the Holy Spirit in her heart was very clear 
and deep. She seemed to view herself as 
more sinful and guilty than any person on 
the earth of whom she had any knowl- 
edge. Atone time she said, there was a 
purpose, deep in her mind, to be the 
Lord’s, and this purpose itself, so fixed 
and comprehensive, was soon surrounded 
by that blessed hope of immortal life, 
which the world can neither give nor take 
away. 


TAVOY MISSION. 
MR. ALLEN'S JOURNAL. 
Tour north of Tavoy. 


Tavoy, Dec. 15, 1857.—Left home this 
morning to visit several villages on the 
Tavoy river north of the city. I had 
hoped to have the assistance of Ko Shway 
A, pastor of the Maulmain church, who 
had come down to assist me in my jungle 
travels; but being sick of fever he could 
not accompany me. Moung Shway Ya, 
who was baptized last rains at Maulmain, 
and who accompanied Ko Shway A, is 
with me. 

Our first stopping place was Myuhoung, 
the site of an old city, which now con- 
tains about forty houses. This is the resi- 
dence of a pensioned goungyoke, who 
called and gave me a welcome to his vil- 
lage. We took up our abode in the zayat 
formerly used by the goungyoke as his 
court-house. In his house was the head- 
man and one or two others, to whom we 
preached an hour and a half. They as- 
sented to all we said, and promised to come 
in the evening, and induce as many to 
come as they could. Afterwards we 
went about the village, but could not 
find a man. All were off in their pad- 
dy fields. Towards sundown, I went to 
the kyoung, where I found two priests. 
At first they were very social; but on 
learning who I was, they refused to hold 
any conversation with me. Not a word 
more could I get from them. 
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Eager Listepers. 

16.—Last evening at dark a candle was 
lighted and I commenced singing. Soon 
the goungyoke and a few others came in, 
to whom I read and preached more than 
an hour. - As I had had a severe head- 
ache all day, I hoped they would dis- 
perse ; but instead of that the headman 
of the village came in with eight or ten 
more, whom he had called according to 
agreement. To these I preached another 
half hour, and then set Moung Ya to 
preaching. He preached until near ten, 
when I distributed tracts among them, and 
intimated that I would like to have them 
retire. I went out a few minutes, and 
when I came in found the zayat filled 
with new listeners. But my head ached 
too hard to preach any more; so, leav- 
ing Moung Ya to preach, I threw my- 
self on my bed and fell asleep. How 
long he preached, I do not know. When 
I awoke, all was dark and silent. This 
morning, before leaving the old city, we 
had several favorable opportunities to 
preach. All listened well. A woman 
had died during the night, and the peo- 
ple were busy in making her coffin ac- 
cording to Burmese custom. We preached 
and read the Scriptures until the tide 
rose at 10, A. M., and then were abliged 
to be off. 

Reached Kyouk ’toung in an hour from 
the old city. It contains about fifty 
houses. We found very few men, but 
preached to all we found. In the even- 
ing a company of fifteen came in, to whom 
we preached and read the Scriptures, af- 
ter which prayer was offered. All gave 
good attention to the word; but whether 
they will “ receive it into good and honest 
hearts” remains to be seen. It was past 
ten when the people separated. 


Desire for the New Testament. 
17.—Found a few this morning who 
appear candid, and I hope the truth may 
find way to their hearts. I have given 
away a number of copies of the New Tes- 
tament and other portions of Scripture. 
There seems to be a much greater desire 


to read books this year than I have ever 
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seen manifested before. Just as we were 
leaving the place to proceed to the next 
village, an old man in grey hairs came out 
to meet me, and with uplifted hand, in a 
most supplicating manner, begged me to 
take pity upon him and give him a copy 
of the New Testament, like the one he had 
just been reading in his neighbor's house. 
With regret I told him I had but a single 
copy left, (though I had brought as many 
as ten from the city,) but as I was soon to 
send back my boat to the city, I prom- 
ised to get a copy and send it to him. 
That it may lead him to Jesus, the Sa- 
viour of sinners, is my daily prayer. 

I arrived at Yay phyu (white water) at 
one, P. M., and immediately despatched 
my boat to the city for a fresh supply of 
books and provisions and Ko Shway A, if 
his health would admit of his coming. 
Took Moung Ya and went into the vil- 
lage, to see if we could find some who 
would listen to the message of salvation. 
We found only a few, and none of these felt 
interested in the message we came to de- 
liver. We returned to the zayat, a little 
way out of the village, and in the evening 
waited in vain for any one to come. I 
world gladly have sat up until a late 


hour to preach to these villagers a crucified 
Saviour. 


The Gospel variously received. 

18.—Went five or six miles inland, to 
a village called Yaling. This village is 
scattered along for a mile or more, and 
house after house we passed with the lad- 
der pulled up, indicating that there was 
no one at home. We at length found two 
men ; but they had no ears to hear, and 
rejected with disdain that Saviour by 
whom alone they can be saved. We next 
stopped at a little cluster of six houses, 
and after an hour or more gathered 
together eight persons. But they too 


seemed “ slow to hear,” and preferred any 
subject rather than the one of most im- 
portance. We next crossed a paddy field 
about a mile in width, and came to the 
house of the headman of this village or 
district. He was not at home, but ano- 
ther man present sent out two lads to call 
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in the people. In a few minutes the head- 
man came in, all out of breath, having 
heard, as he said, that the Lord God had 
come ; and bowing down at my feet in 
the most reverential manner, made obei- 
sance according to oriental custom. In 
a short time we had a congregation of 
over a dozen, among whom was the head- 
man of another district, who happened to 
be there at the time. I preached more 
than half an hour, going over the funda- 
mental principles of the gospel, and then 
Moung Ya took up the subject. All lis- 
tened well, and gave us much reason to 
hope that our labors were not in vain. 
While we were preaching, the people 
made ready tea and parched corn. We 
ate and were full, and blessed God that 
the heathen were willing to administer to 
our wants. 

It was now past three, P. M., and we 
had nearly six miles to walk, — the latter 
part of the way through a dense jungle 
infested with tigers. So bidding adieu to 
our kind host, we started for Yay phyu, 
reaching it before sundown. On arriving 
at the zayat, found the boat had returned, 
bringing Ko Shway A and a mail just 
arrived from America, — good news 
from a far land. As it was necessary to 
improve the night-tide to reach the next 
village, we put our things into the boat, 
and at midnight left the village of “ white 
water,” with many sad regrets that the 
people had rejected the word of life 
against themselves. 

A steadfast Convert. 

19.—At daylight this morning we 
found ourselves anchored at Oo-ta-yan a 
village of five houses. I had visited this 
place three years before, and spent much 
time in preaching to an elderly man, who 
seemed to be the father of the whole vil- 
lage. I inquired for him now, but found 
he had gone to his account. He died up- 
wards of a year ago,—died as he had 
lived, “ without hope.” Were my a- 
bors on the previous visit in vain ? 

None of the people of this place could 
read, nor did they seem inclined to listen 
to the glad tidings of salvation. By 8 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1858.] 


o'clock they were all off in their rice fields, 
and we saw no more of them. 

As it was Saturday, we concluded to 
go up to Shentapu, the Karen village, to 
spend the Sabbath, which place we 
reached just at sunset. The people re- 
ceived us gladly, and immediately com- 
menced bringing rice, eggs and fowls. 
I could not but mark the difference of re- 


ception in a Christian and a heathen vil- . 


lage. Ilere I made inquiries concerning 
Ko Shway Tha, the old man whom we 
had received during the past rains, and 
learned that he had closed his earthly 
career some weeks previously. He died 
in the Christian faith, and we have good 
reason to hope has gone to the Christian’s 
home. He had been sick a long time, and 
as is the custom among heathen, had been 
desired to drink arrack as an antidote. 
“ No,” he replied “ I am a Christian, and 
can drink no spirituous liquor.” He 
had been to town but once after his bap- 
tism, living some fifty miles distant, and 
then he appeared remarkably happy. We 
have never been sorry that he was re- 
ceived into the church. 

20.—Lord’s day. Tad three services ; 
the first conducted by myself, the second 
by Ko Shway A, and the third by Ntau, 
the assistant at this place. 


Tour westward to the Bay of Bengal. 


21. — Instead of returning by river, we 
concluded to go up another day, and then 
cross over to the sea and visit the villages 
along the shore. Reached Nyoung du lai, 
the upper village, a little before dark. 
Here learned that br. Cross was expected 
the next morning, having been obliged to 
turn back from Ya, in consequence of the 
sickness of one of his assistants. 

22. — Br. Cross with his family arrived 
about 11, A. M., on their homeward track, 
and preached in the evening. 

23.—Left Nyoung du lai this morning 
on an elephant for Engta ya sa, a Karen 
village, near the seashore. Preaching in 
the evening by Ko Shway A. 

24.— The Karen goungyoke of this vil- 
lage took me and my effects on his ele- 
phant this morning and conducted me to 


Tavoy Mission. — Journal of Mr. Allen. 


351 


the Burmese village of Ungbenguin, a dis- 
tance of about ten miles. This village 
contains about thirty houses, and has a 
kyoung and a priest. We tried according 
to the best of our ability to dispense the 
word of life. A goodly number listened 
attentively. One cavilled, but was soon 
put to silence. 

In the evening a considerable number 
came to the house where we stopped, and 
a few seemed interested. We preached 
and read alternately for two hours, and 
then closed with prayer. Several received 
tracts and portions of Scripture, which, if 
read, may lead them to the only Saviour. 

25.—Started this morning for Zadee, a 
distance of twelve miles. As the way was 
very blind, we were obliged to obtain a 
guide to conduct us nearly one half the 
distance. The road, or foot-path, led 
through a dense wilderness, with high 
craggy mountains on our left, and the 
Bay of Bengal a distance of six or eight 
miles on our right. We had not proceed- 
ed far, before we came upon the recent 
tracks of a tiger. He probably heard us 
and turned from the road, and in so doing 
brushed the dew from the grass, leaving 
his trail perfectly distinct. Another 
brought us to a marsh where rhinoceroses 
had been feeding during the night. My 
guides trembled with fear as they looked 
upon the enormous foot prints of this fero- 
cious animal, next in size and strength to 
the elephant. They looked in every di- 
rection, lest we should suddenly come 
upon him and find no way of escape. But 
through the protecting care of our Hea- 
venly Father we passed through the jun- 
gle without injury, and reached Zadee 
about 11, A. M. 

This village contains but seven houses, 
and unfortunately the greater part of the 
people are out of town. Very few of 
them can read, and not one seems to care 
at all for the gospel. The two assistants, 
not being accustomed to walk so far, are 
nearly sick. Found a few men digging 
out a canoe boat, to whom we preached 
to the best of our ability. 

26.— Started on our journey early 
this morning, as we had a walk of twen- 
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ty-eight miles before us ere we could 

reach another human residence. Moung 

Ya, the younger assistant, was so exhaust- 

ed by previous travel that he dared not 

undertake the journey on foot. Provi- 
dentially a boat from Poutaen, near Mon- 
magon, happened to be in the place, and 
we concluded to send him ahead by boat, 
to wait for us at Poutaen. We accompa- 
nied him and the boatmen, the first four 
miles of the way down a little creek, un- 
til we reached the sea. ‘Then landing, 
our journey for six or seven miles was 
along the seashore. The heat, of the sun 
was powerful, and the sand so soft that 
at every step we sank down one or two 
inches. 

It was with much pleasure that I saw 
my foremost man verge towards and dis- 
appear in the jungle, thus assuring me 
that the sand road was at an end. After 
entering the jungle and passing on for two 
miles or more, we came to a bright and 
sparkling mountain stream. We all knelt 
down in the most reverential manner, and, 
without rendering to it the worship due 
only to our Creator, bowed our heads in 
gratitude, and slaked the burning thirst 
cred by our long march and a cloudless 
sun. Here too we cooked our rice, and 
took refreshment beneath one of the 
mightiest trees of these primeval forests. 

But we were soon reminded that we 
had not a moment to lose. ‘The sun was 
an hour past his meridian, while by far 
the larger half of our journey was still 
before us. Therefore again addressing 
ourselves to our journey, we pressed on 
through the most dense and impenetra- 
ble jungle I have witnessed in the coun- 
try. Our foot path, wide enough for only 
one man to pass, has been for generations, 
and is still, the only highway from Maul- 
main to Tavoy and Mergui. Along this 
path armies have marched to battle, and 
conquerors led back in triumph their van- 
quished foes. But at the present time it 
is hard to tell whether it is traversed more 
by man or the wild animals of the forest. 
The foot-prints of the one are about as 
common as those of the other. During 
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ger that the roil in his track had not yet 
settled, and once the musk of this terri- 
ble animal was so strong, that the advance 
party dared not proceed until the rear 
guard came up. But by the protecting 
care of Him whom we serve, a little after 
sundown we were so happy as to emerge 
from that fearful wilderness, and our eyes 
were greeted with the sight of human 
dwellings and our ears with the sounds of 
domestic animals. 

Nwa-byu-lai is divided into three parts, 
or perhaps consists of three separate vil- 
lages, lying in the shape of a right-angled 
triangle, from half to three quarters of a 
mile apart, with a jungle intervening. 
They are called Ongben-tee, Paya-dot and 
Tai-Shoung. The zayat is in Paya-dot and 
joins the kyoung. The first evening we 
could do no more than to spread our mats 
and stretch our weary limbs upon them. 
None came in, and we were not sorry ; 
for nature was too much exhausted to 
think of preaching. 


Preaching and Tract-distributing. 


27.—Lord’s day. Went out at 8 o'clock 
this morning to tell the people the object * 
of our visit, and to invite them to come 
to the zayat. The first man we found 
was a carpenter, who was engaged in put- 
ting up a house. We seated ourselves 
beside him, and soon had a company of 
listeners, to whom we preached the one 
“only true God and Jesus Christ whom 
Ile hath sent.” All listened well, and 
each received a tract with evident delight. 
After an hour's preaching, we went on ; 
but the hour for finding people at home 
had passed. All were off to their fields. 
One old man, ninety-two years old, now 
for the first time heard the message of sal- 
vation. But he thought he could not . 
now give up all his works of merit and 
cast himself upon the merits of Christ. 

‘Towards evening, I went with Ko Shway 
A to the village of Lai Shoung. Found 
but few men, and none that could read. 
To as many as we found we preached a 
crucified Redeemer, and endeavored to 
discharge our duty, that we might stand 


the afternoon we were so near upon a ti- 


acquitted in the last great day. On our 
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return we found the carpenter waiting for 
us. The tract we had given him in the 
morning (the Awakener), he had read 
through three times during the day. He 
now asked for a larger book. We gave 
him a volume of bound tracts, with 
which he seemed much pleased. Ie lis- 
tened well to what was said, and I cannot 
but hope that if he continues to read he 
will get light enough to see the folly and 
sin of worshipping idols, and embrace the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 

28.— Went with Ko Shway A this 
morning to Ong-ben-tee, and had an in- 
teresting time in preaching to the people 
of that village. Found only a few men, 
but among them was one Moung Mai, who 
manifested some interest. We gave him 
some of our best tracts, and hope we 
may one day see him at the right hand 
of God. 

During the latter part of the day, went 
in different directions to preach and invite 
the people to come in. Spent the even- 
ing in the zayat, with the hope that we 
might have a number of listeners; but in 
this were disappointed. Only one man, 
Moung Bane, came. I have reason to 
think he feels some interest in the great 
salvation. He has been with us often 
since our arrival in this place. 

29—Left Nwa-byu-lai this morning for 
Poutaen, which we reached at about 11, 
A.M. This village I have visited every 
year since I have been in the country, and 
have always stopped at the house of one 
Ko Shy yot. This year he received me 
with more than usual cordiality. He re- 
marked that when I first visited him I had 
but a very limited knowledge of the Bur- 
mese language ; but [ had improved year 
by year until now I was nearly perfect 
in the use of it. So with him ;—his 
mind was at first very dark ; but year by 
year light had dawned upon him, and now 
he was nearly ready to embrace the Chris- 
tian religion. He is a man of great influ- 
ence in his village, and in ease he should 
come out boldly on the Lord’s side, we 
might hope others would follow him. 
Another man, Moung Leon, whom I have 
met at almost every visit, also gives much 
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reason to hope that he will ultimately em- 
brace the Saviour. He says he has for- 
saken idol worship entirely. O for divine 
grace to subdue his heart. 

In this village I found Moung Ya, 
whom I had sent forward in a boat. He 
had reached the village two days in ad- 
vance of us, and been preaching to great 
and small during his stay. 


Encouraging Cases. 

A number of interesting cases were 
found in this village. I cannot but feel 
that the Spirit of God is at work, and 
that we shall “in due time reap, if we 
faint not.” In the evening a goodly num- 
ber came in. Ko Shway A and myself 
preached alternately till a late hour, and 
closed with prayer. 

30,— Left Poutaen this morning for 
Monmagon. Called a moment at the 
house of Moung Loon, to urge him to be 
in earnest about the salvation of his soul. 
He promised to call at my house in the 
city the next time he should go to ‘Tavoy. 
Near the outskirts of the town lives an- 
other man, who has given me some reason 
to hope that he would embrace the gos- 
pel. Ie is a paramat, and pays little or 
no respect to priests or idols. He was not 
at home. I left word for him to call at 
my house in ‘Tavoy.* 

We reached Monmagon in about an 
hour’s walk from Poutaen. As our bun- 
galow is situated near this village, and 
we spend a month of the hottest sea- 
son here every year, I generally em- 
brace that opportunity to preach to the 
people of this village. I have frequently 
felt much discouraged in preaching here, 
but this year the scale is turned. Several 
expressed a wish to know more of this 
religion, and a few acknowledged that it 
was altogether preferable to the religion 
of Gaudama. The people of this village 
have heard a great deal, and if they are 
at last lost, great must be their condem- 
nation. 


* Since the above was written he has called 
and given me much encouragement to hope 
that we may yet see him numbered with the 
people of God. 
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Owing to a strong, piercing east wind, 
none came in during the evening. 

One thing during this tour has greatly 
encouraged me. One of my men, Moung 
Toon-la, has seemed greatly interested. 
He speaks decidedly in favor of Christ, 
and says he wishes to become a Christian. 
I have frequently employed him in my 
jungle tours, and have always found him 
strictly upright and honest. Hence I 
think he would not make a profession un- 
less he were sincere. 

31.—Reached home to-day, and found 
my family in comfortable health and the 
members of the church generally well. 


JOURNAL OF MR. CROSS, 
Visit to Churches south of Tavoy. 


February 4. — Started on a tour to visit 
the southern Karens. Six Karens from this 
province volunteered to be my boatmen, 
to work without wages; but as they were 
mostly unacquainted with managing a boat 
at sea, I was obliged to employ two Bur- 
mese besides. 

5.— Arrived at Pyeekhya, and went 
ashore in the morning. 

7.— Sabbath. Our meetings have been 
very interesting. This church seems to me 
beautiful. I know of no better term to ex- 
press the feelings I experience while meet- 
ing and communing with them. Last year 
I was obliged to find fault with their pas- 
tor, and to help the church settle very 
serious difficulties. Many members had 
been guilty of breaking their pledge in 
regard to drinking strong drink ; but this 
year not one serious fault appeared, and 
no doubt all had endeavored to keep 
themselves “unspotted from the world.” 
God grant that such beauty may spread 
over all these little churches, and that 
they may arise and shine. 

9.-— Left Pyeekhya last evening, in 
company with the pastors of the Pyee- 
khya and the Kabin churches, and one or 
two other volunteers, to reach the Tenas- 
serim, by way of Mergui. But I ought to 
speak of the method by which the church, 
or the members met at Pyeekhya from 
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the region around, supplied my boatmen. 
The Tavoy volunteers thought, perhaps, 
that they had done their part; but aside 
from this, the people here felt it their duty 
to bring me on my way. It was just the 
time when they were most busy in cutting 
their rice-fields. But they selected a 
number of young men, and said to them, 
“Go with the teacher, and we, who 
remain behind, will go, en masse, and cut 
your fields, and you need not fear that we 
shall do less than you would.” This is 
worthy to be chronicled. 


Perils among Pirates. 


Thus manned we got out to sea about 
10 o'clock, P. M., wind dead ahead ; but 
with an experienced Karen at the helm, 
we made for a well-known mountain isl- 
and in the way to Mergui, and I turned 
in to sleep. The Karen soon gave the 
helm to the Burman whom I had employed 
as helmsman ; but he was as ignorant of 
helms as he was of the way. The conse- 
quence was, that in the morning we found 
ourselves off to the west of Mergui, among 
the islands of the Archipelago. We soon 
saw two sails at a distance, to the south- 
west, and took them to be chattos, on their 
way from Penang to Tavoy. ‘They kept 
together, and came to anchor before they 
were near enough for us to make out what 
they were. At noon I took our latitude, 
and determined the direction for Mergui. 
About this time our neighbors got a breeze, 
pulled up their anchors, and made towards 
us. When they got near enough, they set 
up their “ war-drum,” which my helmsman 
at once recognized as that of the Malay 
pirate. The poor fellow trembled with 
fear, as well he might, for he had once 
been taken by these people, and sold into 
slavery by them, and moreover had seen 
a number of the crew to which he be- 
longed, murdered, in taking their vessel. 
I was taking my dinner, when, in addition 
to the drums, I heard two guns, which 
must have been much larger than mus- 
kets; but whether aimed at us or not I 
could not tell. I went up, and with my 
glass could see plainly enough that the 
vessels following us were Malays. They 
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were well-manned, and their rig much like 
that of a small sloop. But we were al- 
ready under way, and on our course for 
Mergui, and sailed as fast as they did. 
This they either must have seen, or else 
had seen me looking at them with my glass, 
and knew that I was a European ; for they 
soon sheered to the north and left us. 1 
afterwards learned that they have attacked 
native boats which have been found here, 
quite recently, and the matter is now be- 
fore the government. 


Apostate Preacher. 


At Baulan on the Tenasserim, sixty or sev- 
enty miles from Mergui, instead of the greeting 
and welcome which Mr. Cross expected from 
the native pastor, he found that he had become 
a hopeless apostate. The members rallied to 
attend the meetings, and though they manifest- 
ed much darkness and want of training as 
Christians, fifty-two were counted who seemed 
desirous to hold on to their profession. All 
these came to confess, and to promise reform. 
Mr. Cross continues: — 


It is not wonderful that many had been 
guilty of grave faults. Last year I was 
unable to visit them,and many of them 
I have now scen only for the second 
time. I am able to see from this, and 
a few other examples, how much depends 
upon the native pastor, and how readily 
his faults become the occasion of faults 
among the people. I also see how neces- 
sary, for the native pastors, are the visits 
of a missionary of experience. The apos- 
tate preacher, when ordained by Mr. Bray- 
ton, was supposed to be a thoroughly tried 
man; and yet in a few months after his 
ordination, he began to give his heart 
secretly to sin. He left behind him a pa- 
per, which shows the most deliberate sur- 
render of himself to wickedness. “ He had 
broken bread, and poured wine in the 
communion of the Lord’s Supper, but he 
should no more know that he had done 
it.” “Te wished to be as one that knew 
not God.” 

16. — Left for Tapotha, about one and 
a half days’ journey further up the Tenas- 
serim. Found a little church of Sgau 


Karens in good order, and glad to see me. 
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This little church grew up amongst bitter 
enemies, and is gaining strength. 


Rat Visitation. 


The people, in common with all who 
grow the hill paddy, over an extent of 
country more than fifty miles square, are 
suffering a famine of rice. This is occa- 
sioned by swarms of rats, which devoured 
the paddy, or rather cut down the stalks, 
just as the ears began to fill. The rats 
twice visited some parts of this territory 
during the season, so that scarcely a stalk 
of rice escaped them. I met with two of 
these animals, swimming the Tenasserim 
where it is more than a quarter of a mile 
wide, and succeeded in capturing one. 
The animal is about five inches from the 
nose to the end of the tail, of a slim and 
nimble appearance, the belly white, and 
the rest a mouse color. During the rains, 
when the river is much wider and more 
rapid, these rats crossed in columns, as the 
people say, so abundant that a boat, in 
passing through, caught bushels of them. 
They only make their appearance at long 
intervals, like the locusts of other places. 
It is said to be from twenty to thirty years 
since they visited the country before, to 
any great extent. The people think they 
have a ‘warning of their approach by a 
heavy detonation, something like that of 
acannon, but much heavier and louder. 
They remember that this was the case on 
their former visitation, and they say it was 
so now. Even some of the native preach- 
ers heard the sound, but did not like to 
think that it had anything to do with the 
rats. ‘This detonation is occasioned by 
the breaking up of their fold, so say the 
Burmese, which is situated in the middle 
of the world. 

18.—Called at Baulau again on my re- 
turn, and found a number of heathen Ka- 
rens in the house of the goungyoke. 
Though it was already dark, and I could 
spend but a half hour, many of the peo- 
ple came to hear and I preached them a 
short sermon. They earnestly pray for a 
teacher who shall be pure, and I trust 
their prayer will be heard. A heathen 
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chief was present, and seemed to feel a 
desire to become a Christian. 


Church at Kabin — Large-hearted Deacon. 


20.— Arrived at Kabin. The church 
is somewhat scattered. The people have 
suffered the loss of their paddy crop al- 
most entirely by the rats, as above men- 
tioned, and have to rally all their means 
to purchase at a distance the means 
of subsistence for the coming year. When 
they were likely to fail to pay their sub- 
scription for printing the Karen almanac, 
one man, the deacon, made up more than 
half by giving all the money he had. Two 
were baptized at this place. 

My sea boat was caught in this little 
stream (the Kabin) by a sudden return 
of neap tide, so that I was obliged to pro- 
cure a small boat to be worked wholly by 
oars for Kawot. It required about fifty 
hours of steady, hard rowing, without 
sleep or rest, to perform the journey, and 
we were overtaken, thus unprotected, by 
a most terrific thunder shower, and of 
course completely drenched with our 
books, &e. We passed through a tract of 
country which might rival the Grecian 
labyrinth ; channels of equal size cross each 
other, almost like the streets of a gigan- 
tic city, and the whole country is a dense 
jungle. A Burman, a few years ago, lost 
his way here, and was lost for a month or 
more before he met with any one to lead 
him out. Fortunately, however, there is 
an abundance of fish, which he easily 
caught and thus kept from perishing. 


Kawot—Oungpoon—Patsauoo. 


I found a very happy change in the 
church at Kawot, and a most striking im- 
provement over the last year. Such then 
was their condition and the number of 
delinquencies, that we could not celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper. Their teacher had 
been guilty of a fault for which they had 
excluded him, but by the fault of the 
Pyeekhya pastor they had been induced 
to restore him. Under their new teacher 
they had been revived, and met me with 
a cordiality and welcome which plainly 
showed their happiness in their improved 
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condition. ‘Three have been baptized 
into the church during the year. 

After spending about twenty-four hours 
with them, the people volunteered to carry 
me to Oungpoon. I met my sea boat how- 
ever, at the mouth of the Palau, and re- 
lieved them by taking possession of my 
own boat. I spent the Sabbath with the 
members at Oungpoon, and had made an 
appointment with the churches of Mon- 
matssa and Palau to meet here. A num- 
ber from each of those places were present. 
I am on the whole encouraged with these 
churches. I believe there are some good 
members, but they evidently learn Christ 
very slowly compared with many others. 
The river is still a dividing line between 
two parties. I got them together, but they 
will not weld, and I wait to see the salva- 
tion of the Lord. 

March 1.— Left for Patsauoo, where 
I expect to meet by appointment the 
members from Nautau and Palouk. 

2.—Arrived at Patsauoo, and met with 
some from all the other churches around. 
The church here seems to be in a good 
state. ‘Ten have been baptized by their 
pastor and myself. 

5.—Arrived at Tavoy and found my 
family well. All my expenses for travel- 
ling have, with the exception of an inap- 
preciable amount, been borne by the Ka- 
rens themselves. They have literally 
“ brought me on my way” in all my tours. 
But in regard to “ retrenchments,” we 
may one day see that the more we give 
up, the more we may; and the more lib- 
erally we attempt, the more liberally we 
shall be supported. Who will help a man, 
when he is, from policy, miserably shrink- 
ing from every undertaking except simply 
to subsist ? 


SHWAYGYEEN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. WATROUS. 


Jungle Tour—Intemperance among the 
Karens. 


April 20, 1858. — Started on the ninth 
of March on my fourth jungle tour. 
Crossed the river, and slept at a large 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
i 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


1858.] 


heathen village, in a house whose owner 
was absent. Some of the people that 
day returned from a drunken feast, and 
were poorly prepared to hear the gospel. 
They did not invite us to their houses, and 
would not permit us to sleep in alow 
shed, that seemed to be consecrated to 
music and feasting. At length one man 
came forward, and used his influence, and 
secured us the empty house. Ile had a 
complaint to make against one of the 
Christians who lived in another village. 
He said that years ago he wished to sacri- 
fice a pig to the nats; but as he had no pig 
of his own, he took a young buffalo and 
pawned it for one. ‘That buffalo was 
worth now thirty rupees, and he wanted 
it back. He came to see us several times, 
and we tried to turn his attention to the 
great subject of his salvation ; but the buf- 
falo was the “ be all and end all” of his 
conversation. I told him I feared that 
buffalo stood at the entrance of the way 
of life, and that he would lose his soul for 
that trifle. 

10,— Passed on to a small village far- 
ther up the river, where we found several 
good listeners. While we were preaching 
to them, three half drunken men from the 
village we had left, came and tried to per- 
suade them to go to a feast. One of the 
hearers, a young man, was scized and 
dragged by force, against the convictions 
of his better nature. When custom, evil 
example and appetite struggle against 
conviction in the unrenewed heart, it is 
not diflicult to tell which will triumph ; 
even when force is not employed. ‘The 
Divine Spirit alone can stem this tide of 
intemperance that is sweeping so many of 
the Karens to death. 

11.—At Pagoo, a village farther up the 
river, we found some listeners. One 
young man said he was coming to 
Shwaygyeen to learn to read in the 
rains. 

Cold Reception—Teacher desired—Baptisms. 


The Karens in this region are numer- 
ous, and alas, all are heathen. We visit- 
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ed four villages to-day, at none of which 
did we find any who seemed anxious to 
receive the gospel. At the most northern 
village we were treated with great cold- 
ness. Not one of the people called us 
from a burning sun to their houses. I 
went to several houses, but the people 
would not remain and listen. In a few 
moments the doors were closed, and the 
ladders of the houses drawn up, so that 
we could not enter. We shook off the 
dust of our feet, and having come back 
about a mile, crossed over a little lake to 
another village. Here there had been a 
drunken feast the day before, and our 
eProspect of a reception was gloomy. But. 
one of our assistants found a relative 
here, who received us kindly and_lis- 
tened with apparent interest to our mes- 
sage. 

12. — Re-crossed the lake, and over a 
rough,hot and dusty road passed tothe west. 
We learn that the villages we have just 
left are aiding Min Ling, the Karen rebel. 
This accounts in part for their unwilling- 
ness to receive us. We visited two vil- 
lages to-day, where we found some of the 
people quite cordial. At one village a 
teacher was desired, and at the other one 
man wished to become a Christian. Farther 
to the west is another large village, where 
we learn a teacher is wanted. 

14.— Sabbath.. We reached this vil- 
lage, Narbeema, yesterday, and were wel- 
comed by the church here. We held 
meetings of confession, where each one 
confessed his or her faults to the others. 
Four candidates for baptism were exam- 
ined and accepted by the church, and 
before noon we repaired to the water and 
baptized them. After this we celebrated 
the Lord’s Supper ; after which these poor 
Christians brought forward their offering 
to aid int spreading the gospel. The little 
church gave almost half a rupee a mem- 
ber. Ifthe churches at home should give 
according to their means as these poor 
Christians give, a million a year would 
not gauge their benevolence. 
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AVA. 
LETTER FROM DR. DAWSON, 

It was stated in the Magazine for August, pp. 
289, 290, that Messrs. Kincaid and Dawson had 
undertaken a journey to Ava, and incidents of 
the tour were there related. The following 
communication gives an interesting view of the 
scenes which transpired at the capital. 


Co-incidence of painful Tidings. 

Rangoon, April 30, 1858. — We re- 
mained twenty-six days in the royal city, 
and left there on the Ist inst. After a 
somewhat stormy passage down, I arrived 
in Rangoon the 17th. On reaching Tha- 
yet, the news of Mr. Vinton’s death was 
first heard, from a native Christian ; and 
especially painful did it seem at a place 
where, only two years before, under pre- 
cisely similar circumstances, we received 
the sad intelligence of the death of the 
lamented br. Ingalls. 

Reception of the Letter of President Bu- 
chanan to the King of Burmah. 

The letter from the President of the 
United States to the address of his majes- 
ty, the king of Burmah, brought to this 
country by Mr. Kincaid, was received with 
every demonstration of respect and honor. 
Expressly for its reception, a royal zayat, 
or “ thauday,” was built at the lower end 
of the city; and, on the day of its deliv- 
ery into the hands of the Burman officers 
who were appointed to receive it, a long 
and imposing procession was formed to 
convey it a distance of five miles into the 
royal city. The procession was organized 
in accordance with the usual style of ori- 
ental splendor, comprising mounted horse- 
men seated on gilded saddles, a line of 
fan-bearers dressed in flowing white robes, 
royal elephants decked with gilded how- 
dahs, and, closing the whole, a crowd of 
government officials, some mounted on 
ponies, and others walking and attended 


by their followers, carrying various um-— 


brellas and utensils. 

The chief magistrate’s letter was opened 
at the zhootati, or royal court of the 
kingdom, by order of a woondouk, or under 
secretary of state, where it was translated 
into Burmese by the kullowoon, who is an 
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Armenian. In the evening it was pre- 
sented by the woongyee, or great minis- 
ter of state, to his majesty, who was very 
much pleased with it. Being the first 
communication of the kind ever received 
from the American government, and from 
a functionary of corresponding rank with 
the sovereign of any of the great Europe- 
an nations, his majesty was apparently 
anxious to mark the event as one of un- 
usual interest to his government. The 
contents of the letter were plain, simple, 
and straightforward, alluding to the receipt 
of a Burmese communication from the 
king, and expressing a hope that there 
might be no diminution in the sovereignty 
or dominions of his majesty, and that the 
existing friendly relations between Ameri- 
ca and Burmah might be perpetual. It 
gave great satisfaction to the whole court. 


Interview of the King and the Missionaries. 


On Saturday, March 27th, Mr. Kincaid 
and myself were admitted to a formal au- 
dience by his majesty. On that occasion 
only a few questions were asked and an- 
swered. On the following Tuesday the 
king extended to us an invitation to walk 
around the royal garden; and, when 
about to retire, we were called to have a 
friendly interview with his majesty at the 
water-palace. Here he expressed himself 
most feelingly upon a variety of subjects. 
Referring to the difficulties of his position, 
and his sincere desire to be on terms of 
peace and friendship with other nations, 
he intimated a strong wish which he en- 
tertained of having an American consul 
appointed to reside at his court. He re- 
quests that a good man might be sent; a 
man of talent and of “ good temper,” who 
could, if he chose, conduct mercantile pur- 
suits, and be at the same time the medium 
of communication between himself and 
the government of the United States. 

In some respects the king spoke on that 
occasion like a real Christian philosopher ; 
like a man possessing good, sterling com- 
mon sense, who was deeply imbued with 
the responsibilities of his exalted position, 
and desirous, so far as he was able, as the 
king of Burmah, to discharge his duty to- 


1858.] 


wards his country, and to live at peace 
with the rest of the world. I was grati- 
fied and delighted to hear an expression 
of such noble sentiments, uttered person- 
ally by his majesty. 

Before leaving the royal presence, I 
begged the favor of a piece of ground on 
which to build a mission house hereafter. 
IIe instantly replied, that he would not 
only give a piece of ground, but would 
also build me a house. I thanked him for 
his liberal offer, and remarked that I should 
by and by avail myself’ of it. 

During our visit, the native pastor, Ko 
Shway nee, and the few Burman Chris- 
tians who reside in the neighborhood, 
made frequent calls. On Sabbaths they 
attended meeting, and we were never dis- 
turbed by interference from any quarter. 

To this trip, though not unattended by 
discomfort and danger by the smallness of 
the boat, and the occurrence of storms on 
the river, I look back with pleasure. To 
many a weary, heavy-laden sinner earnest 
words of Christian truth were spoken, and 
tracts, which are styled the “ apocalyptic 
leaves” for the healing of the nations, 
were judiciously distributed to hundreds 
of people who had never read or seen 


any of the “ white books” before. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. J. Le DOUGLASS. 
Bassein Ministerial Conferonce. 

Bassein, April 28, 1858.— 1 have just 
returned from the meeting of the Bas- 
sein Ministerial Conference, and Home 
Mission Society. ‘The nieeting was held at 
Mo Gon, a Karen village about ten miles 
west of the city. I arrived there on 
Saturday, the 24th inst. 

That evening, after appropriate intro- 
ductory services and a season of prayer for 
the outpouring of the Spirit of God on the 
meeting, the first of a series of questions, 
on subjects which have often been brought 
up, and which at times have disturbed the 
peace of individual churches, was intro- 
duced. The question was, Might a Chris- 
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tian, under any circumstances, marry a 
heathen, or might a believer marry an 
unbeliever ? 

As serious evils have at times been 
caused by forming such relationships, 
some of the pastors, believing that there 
was a “thus saith the Lord,” wished an 
expression of the Conference as to the 
duty of churches to exercise discipline, in 
order to prevent believers from being 
“unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers.” Also, if it is a sin for believers 
to marry unbelievers, yet if they will do 
so, should ministers solemnize such mar- 
riages? And, if they do, are they not 
partakers in the sin? Other questions 
were proposed, such as, Might Christians 
visit pwayes, or theatres, boat races, cock 
fights? Might they engage in games of 
chance, lots, &e.? 

After a number had expressed their 
views without any action of the Confer- 
ence, cach of the questions was assigned 
to some one of the pastors, to present a 
report or essay on the subject at the next 
meeting of the Conference. 

On Sabbath morning a meeting was 
held of deep and mournful interest, with 
reference to the death of br. Vinton. The 
meeting was opened by reading parts of the 
fifth chapter of 2d Corinthians, followed by 
remarks from the words of the apostle, Phil. 
1: 23, To depart and be with Christ is far 
better ; nevertheless to abide in the flesh is 
more needful for you.” Po Quay, the 
leading ordained pastor, made a most ap- 
propriate address on the same subject, 
showing how much they needed teacher 
Vinton, to aid them in raising up an edu- 
cated ministry and carrying on the work ; 
but as he had departed “to be with 
Christ,” which for him was “ far better,” 
how much they needed an increase of faith, 
prayer, grace and wisdom, that they might 
attempt and by the help of God accom- 
plish greater things than had yet been 
attained. 


Karen Home Mission Society—Reports of 
Missionaries. 


According to appointments made at the 
last meeting, the opening sermon was 
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preached at ten o'clock from 1 Cor. 3 : 10. 
Po Quay preached the sermon before the 
Home Mission Society at 3, P. M., from 
John 15: 5. 

A conference was held on Sabbath 
evening and Monday morning, at which 
many of the pastors gave a report of their 
labors and the condition of their churches. 
The hot season is just coming to a close, 
and the people have just finished gather- 
ing in their crops, which have yielded an 
abundant harvest. It is with the churches 
here as with the churches in America at 
such a season. During harvest-time the 
weather is hot ; their hands and minds are 
busily ergaged in worldly things; little 
time is left to labor for God; the graces 
become languid and the heart cold. Most 
of the pastors mourned that there was so 
little spirituality among them, and urged 
all to strive for an increase of faith, love 
and zeal. This was the theme of almost 
every one who spoke. Yet from the re- 
ports given, we learned of fifty-eight who 
have been baptized within the past three 
months; and, viewing all that was present- 
ed, we have reason to say their course has 
been onward. 

- The meeting of the Home Mission 
Society was held during the day on Mon- 
day, and was a meeting of interest and 
profit. 

A number of incidents of interest, and 
reports were given; but I can only men- 
tion those of two who have been laboring 
as missionaries. 

Tha Bwa is one of the fifteen mission- 
aries, who were appointed at the meeting 
at Lakouk a year ago last October.* Ie 
is a Pwo Karen, and soon after that meet- 
ing, he went into a large heathen Pwo 
district, lying from fifty to seventy miles 
east of Bassein. Soon after he commenced 
laboring among the villages there, he 
was taken prisoner by a Burman oflicial, 
and brought into Bassein as a spy or rebel 
against the government; but on his ar- 
riving here he was by Major Fitch re- 
leased, and the official reprimanded. He 
returned, and, encountering opposition of 


*See Magazine for March, 1857, pp. 81, 82. 
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various kinds, he has the past year toiled 
from village to village, preaching, teach- 
ing, exhorting and praying. 

Most of the people have been dull of 
hearing and rejected the truth ; but here 
and there a family received it, gave up 
their heathen customs and became wor- 
shippers of God. As these families were 
scattered among the villages, so that they 
could not meet on the Sabbath, they de- 
cided, a short time since, to collect together 
and form a new village. This they have 
done; and there are seventeen Christian 
families, who have given up their old 
homes and associated together where they 
can worship God and study his word. 
One of the ordained preachers was desig- 
nated to go to the place, baptize those 
who were thought worthy, and assist Tha 
Bwa in organizing a church. 

Encouraging Results. 


When this report had been given, two 
young men came forward, who accompa- 
nied Lou Do from Toungoo to Bassein. 
Lou Do, in company with two others from 
Bassein and three from Rangoon, went to 
Toungoo three years ago last December. 
At that time most of the field around 
Toungoo was an unexplored and unknown 
wilderness. But br. Whitaker, whose toil, 
labor and success will never on earth be 
fully known, entered that field with a com- 
pany of native laborers, who have proved 
themselves workmen that need not to be 
ashamed. Br. Whitaker has finished his 
work ; but not until he could say, “ in the 
name of our God we have set up our ban- 
ner” on every hill and dale. The labors 
of Lou Do and the other young men who 
went from Bassein were principally among 
hill and mountain villages, containing 
from seventy to two hundred inhabitants 
each. As the fruit of their labor, more 
than two hundred have been baptized ; 
and more than two thousand brought un- 
der religious and school instruction. They 
have given up their heathen customs, and 
many of them, though not yet baptized, 
have already given evidence of repent- 
ance and faith in Christ. Seven of the 
young converts came down with Lou Do 
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to spend two or three years in one of the 
Bassein schools, and then return to teach 
and preach among their own people. 
Thus we have the promise literally illus- 
trated, “Ile that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him.” 
How the Karens managed a Debt. 

After one of the young men from 
Toungoo had given some account of his 
own people and the work among them, 
the Committee of the Home Mission So- 
ciety gave in their report. They stated 
that six men were ready to receive ap- 
pointments to go and labor as missiona- 
ries; that the three young men who had 
been to Toungoo had returned in debt ; 
that paying them and the other mission- 
aries had exhausted all the funds, and left 
the treasury in debt ninety rupees. 

As this is the first time the Home Mis- 
sion Society has been in debt since its 
formation, the announcement of a debt 
created at first a little despondency ; but 
instead of passing a resolution to retrench 
—to appoint no more missionaries, and to 
recall some already appointed, — after a 
little conference, they voted, promptly 
and unanimously, to appoint the whole 
six. The question was then asked, could 


not a contribution and‘ subscription be | 


taken on the spot? This idea met the 
approval of all, and in a few minutes 
three hundred and forty-seven rupees 
were raised,—a large portion of which 
was paid at once, and the remainder 
pledged to be paid within three months, 
—thus more than paying the debt and 
providing for the six missionaries for three 
months to come. 

All then united in a season of thanks- 
giving and prayer, and thus closed a 
meeting of interest and profit to all pres- 


ent. 


PROME MISSION. 


LETTER FROM.MR. SIMONS. 


From the annual report of the mission, which 
failed to reach the Rooms in season to be in- 
27 
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corporated in the Annual Report of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, see Magazine for July, p. 
249, we take the following extracts. 


Annual Report. 

Prome, January 26, 1858.—In January 
last I visited Thayet, taking with me Ko 
Poo, who with Moung Hnin went to 
Moukten and spent a month in preaching 
at the several villages on both sides of the 
boundary line as far as Thabalah, a large 
and populous village. Moung Chin ac- 
companied them on their visit. On their 
return they spoke encouragingly of the 
disposition of the people to hear the gos- 
pel and receive tracts. I was myself ab- 
sent a fortnight. 


Soon after his return from this journey, Ko 
Poo was attacked by cholera. Before he 
had recovered his strength, his house was as- 
sailed by robbers and burned to the ground. 
The shelter to which he retreated, with his 
wife and daughter, was visited a few nights 
afterward by the same persons, and robbed of 
a gun and other articles of value that were left. 
Ko Poo suspected that the robbers were hired 
to commit the assault by the headman of the 
district, for the purpose of breaking up his 
work there as a preacher of the gospel. 


A good old man, a member of the Prome 
church, living a few miles off in the coun- 
try, had been ill sometime with fever. 
Finding himself growing weaker and 
weaker, he wished to be brought in a 
cart to see us before he died. We gave 
him medicine, which afforded him a little 
relief; but he had the impression that he 
should not be well again, and returned to 
his home and soon died. When he was 
about to die, he gave strict directions to his 
relatives, whp were all ignorant idolaters, 
that they should not allow any poongee 
to come to his burial, for he died believ- 
ing in the Lord Jesus Christ as his Sa- 
viour. 

The labors of Moung Chin at Moukten 
have been blessed. Five persons, — two 
Burmese and three Kyens, have been 
baptized by Moung Yan Gen, of the Tha- 
yet station, and there are a few good in- 
quirers. One of the Kyens reads Burmese, 
and promises to be a useful man among 
his people. 
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My last visit to Thayet was in Septem- 
ber. I was absent only a week, and left 
one of the assistants to attend to the visit- 
ors who might come to the house. Four 
persons have been baptized at Thayet. 
One of them says that the first time he 
heard of the Christian religion was from 
a blind man and the person who was bap- 
tized years ago, by Mr. Brown in Menhlah. 

There have been two deaths at Thayet. 

Moung Hmong, who was stationed at 
Allan Myo, has spent several months in 
visiting the villages on both sides of the 
river, between this and Meaday. This 
work has been the sowing of the seed of 
the kingdom beside “all waters.” He 
speaks of having met with good inquirers, 
but none as yet sufficiently enlightened to 
give up the worship of idols for the ser- 
vice of the true God. 

At Woontenzike there are a few can- 
didates for baptism. They have been hin- 
dered from coming forward on account of 
a difficulty existing between the pastor 
and one of the leading members, arising 
from a family connection. This, it is 
hoped, will be amicably settled, and the 
candidates come forward and be baptized. 

There are some good men at Enmah. 
Ko Sau Poo seems to be imbued with the 
right spirit. He says he could not rest if 
he did not tell others, his relations and 
neighbors, all he knows of the Bible. He 
has been the means of bringing forward 
three of his relations, two brothers and an 
uncle, who have been baptized at Enmah, 
and two at Prome. He is, I trust, a burn- 
ing and shining light. 

One of the assistants a short time ago 
visited the Karen station at Payokemau. 
A few candidates there will soon be bap- 
tized. Others are considered good in- 
quirers. 

The labors performed at Prome have 
been similar to those reported last year. 
The communion season is every three 
months. On one occasion, we had, be- 
sides the Burmese, several Karens, three 
Kyens, and one Shan. The number bap- 
tized is nine; among them were three 
Kyens. One, the wife of Moung Ghyee, 
who was baptized more than two years 
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ago, has her face tattooed. In the jail 
there is a Kyen who professes to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Two members 
have died. The inquirers reported last 
year are still holding back. They call 
themselves konge tabee (disciples on the 
bank), and the members of the church, 
yay tabee (disciples in the water.) 

Mah Bau, one of the female members, 
continues her school at her house in the 
city, and has from ten to twenty scholars, 
half of whom are girls. She brings as 
many as she can with her to worship on 
Lord’s days, and supplics them with 
catechisms and other suitable books. 

Moung Shwe Lan has been employed 
to teach a school in our compound for a 
few months during the rains. The aver- 
age attendance is about fifteen, mostly 
children belonging to the members of the 
church. 

The Karens from Tayokemai came to 
see if any thing could be done in the way 
of teaching ; but as they would be obliged 
to be dependent on us for their board as 


. well as their tuition, and we had no funds 


for this purpose, we had to send them 
home again. 
7 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. 
Baptism of five Persons. 

D—, July 27, 1858.—The first Sab- 
bath in this month we had a delightful 
occasion. We had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving into the church five persons, who 
made a profession by baptism of their faith 
in Christ and of their desire to live for 
him. Three of these persons, one man 
and two women, have always been con- 
sidered highly respectable and above re- 
proach. But they have been convinced 
that their righteousness is only filthy rags 
in the sight of God, and they have fled to 
Christ to be clothed with the robe of right- 
eousness, in which alone they can stand 
in the judgment. The two others may be 
viewed as brands plucked out of the fire. 
One of them is an intelligent young man 
who had plunged into pleasure, and 
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squandered his gains and wasted his 
health in debauchery. He was led to 
read the Bible by seeing passages from 
the gospel quoted occasionally in the po- 
litical journals, and in that book he found 
salvation. He experienced the work of 
grace on his heart some months since, and 
I hope he will do well. The other per- 
son is a widow, whose conduct has not 
been perfectly correct,— one of those peo- 
ple of abandoned life, to whom our Sa- 
viour loved to preach the good news. But 
she has had the bliss of coming to the 
knowledge of Him whose blood cleanses 
from all sin, and she now shows herself a 
zealous convert and anxious to glorify 
God. 

Thus we have cause to rejoice that 
some lost sheep have been found and 
brought back into the fold. 


Additional hopeful Cases—Trial of Faith. 


I might have baptized others, but I pre- 
ferred to wait. For instance, some days 
before the baptism just spoken of, a man 
who has attended our worship several 
years came to tell me that he wished to 
be baptized. I asked him if he believed 
himself’ converted, and how long since. 
He then told me that several weeks ago 
the thought of eternity was strongly im- 
pressed upon his mind, which roused him 
from his indifference ; and that since that 
time he felt himself a new man. I ex- 
pressed to him the joy I felt in view of 
what he had told me, but I advised him 
to delay his baptism till he had time to 
evince, both to himself and to others, 
that what he had experienced was genu- 
ine conversion. He thanked me for my 
advice, and expressed his approval of it. 
I hope he has truly passed from death 
unto life, and that we shall by and by re- 
ceive him into our fellowship. Another 
man also asked baptism, but as we did not 
know him sufficiently, in consequence of 
his living some leagues distant, I advised 
him to offer himself to Mr. T ’s 
church, who has better opportunity to 
become acquainted with him. 

But the pleasure experienced at our 
baptisms has not been unmingled. It has 
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been marred by the thought that I must 
soon leave this flock, who are tenderly 
attached to me, to fill the place of br. F. 
The brethren feel forsaken, but most, of 
them agree that it is necessary for me to 
go to , and they regard my removal 
as a severe trial through which God calls 
them to pass, and they say, “ Not our 
will, but thine, O Lord, be done. 

The brethren here have hired a house 
for a place of worship, and they propose 
to pay the rent of it themselves. May 
God watch over this church, and strength- 
en it, and cause it to increase in numbers 
and in graces. 


Conversion of Catholics. 


I have recently been tosee Mr. T——, 
who is in health and encouraged in his 
work. He baptized two persons some 
weeks since, and will probably baptize 
others soon. I visited there two very in- 
teresting families. One is composed of 
four persons, a short time since zealous 
Catholics, but who abandoned their error 
as soon as the truth was made known to 
them. They threw away at once their 
beads, their crucifixes and their relics, 
and no longer wished for any thing but 
the Bible. They are very regular at wor- 
ship, and manifest the best feelings. The 
other family consists of a man and his 
wife, who have just given themselves to 
the Lord. Their conversion is remarka- 
ble. The husband, being sick, loved to 
read for his amusement. His wife, having 
heard the Bible spoken of as a book of 
history and relating accounts of battles, 
procured it for him. He read it through 
from beginning to end, and was especially 
struck with the Apocalypse. Till that 
time, he and his wife had lived without 
religion and far from God. But in read- 
ing the Bible and hearing the threaten- 
ings of Jehovah, they began to be alarmed. 
To escape from condemnation they fled 
to their Catholic superstitions, they went 
on pilgrimage, and the like. But He 
who said, “ They that seek shall find,” 
did not leave them in their error. He 
caused them to be brought into contact 
with persons who knew the truth, and who 
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unfolded it to them. Great was their as- 
tonishment when they were told that their 
religion was false and contrary to the gos- 
pel of Christ. They were not slow to be 
convinced of it. They saw the truth as 
it is in Jesus, they received it with joy, 
and now, notwithstanding the opposition 
of their relatives, they desire to serve the 
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Lord who has revealed Himself to them, 
and whose wrath they no longer dread, 
having been reconciled to Him by the 
blood of the cross. The Lord be praised 
for his compassion towards sinners. Let 
us rejoice that He has been pleased to 
visit these souls with his salvation. May 
He visit many more. 


MISCELLANY. 


ON TRANSLATIONS. 
BY THE REV. JOHN NEWTON, SABATHU, INDIA. 
Reasons for Translating the Scriptures. 


The first and great duty of missiona- 
ries, doubtless, is in a public and formal 
manner to proclaim to men the good news 
of the kingdom of heaven. But they are 
also, in other ways, as they have oppor- 
tunity, to instruct the unevangelized, and 
labor to bring them to the obedience of the 
faith ; and it is obvious, that since the art 
of printing has become available, one of 
the most simple and effectual methods of 
doing this, in countries where the people 
are educated, is to prepare, and bring 
into use, a sound and judicious Christian 
literature. The pagan inhabitants of 
some countries, being in a state of per- 
fect barbarism, cannot of course be acted 
upon in this way, till they have gone 
through the prior process of being taught 
to read; but where the art of reading is 
already understood, there is no reason why 
books should not occupy almost as promi- 
nent a place among the means of religious 
instruction, as they do in Christian com- 
munities. And where the number of living 
teachers is limited to a few missionaries, 
and a few native catechists and preachers, 
raised up from among the earlier con- 
verts, as is the case in most missionary 
fields, the circulation of Christian books 
becomes an object of unspeakable im- 
portance. 

These books — larger and smaller — 
have all to be first prepared, either as 
original productions, or as translations : 
and this furnishes work to one or more 
missionaries, in almost every mission. 


Of the work thus to be done, nothing 
is more important than the translation of 
the Bible. It is true, indeed, that the 
Scriptures were written, in the first in- 
stance, for the instruction of the church ; 
and to the church, doubtless, they were 
designed to be a special legacy, from the 
Father of covenanted mercies. Yet, be- 
cause they contain truth in which all have 
an interest, they may be useful to all. 
They record that law of the Most igh, 
under the authority of which the heathen, 
as well as Christians, have been placed. 
They reveal that Messiah, who is the Sa- 
viour of the whole world — who has been 
ordained to be a source of light to the 
Gentiles, as well as the glory of God’s 
people, Israel. The Bible ought, there- 
fore, to be placed within the reach of all 
who are able to read it, whether heathens 
or Christians. 

If it is said, that the truth of the Bible 
can be communicated to the heathen by 
other means, and in forms better suited to 
their capacity, the reply is, that no means 
should be left untried, of bringing them 
to the knowledge and obedience of the 
gospel. Let the truth be presented to 
them in every practicable manner, and in 
every variety of form. Let them havetit, 
as far as may be, in public discourses, in 
familiar conversation, in school books, 
catechisms, tracts, and larger treatises; 
and also in the very form in which it came 
from the pen of inspiration. 

There are some peculiar advantages, 
doubtless, in books and tracts which pre- 
sent the truth in a systematic and logical 
order —in those which contain a digest 
of what is in the Bible — in those which 
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exhibit particular doctrines or duties in 
an isolated form — in those which are in- 
tended to elucidate the living oracles ; but 
it is also true, that the particular order 
and form in which Divine truth was orig- 
inally expressed, are products of Infinite 
wisdom, and are designed to subserve 
ends which can be reached in no other 
way. There is something in the nature 
of man, to which the form, as well as the 
substance, of the Bible is specially adapt- 
ed; and therefore Divine truth, in that 
particular form, is not to be withheld from 
them. 

The Bible is the fountain of truth. 
It is the standard by which other books, 
professing to teach the way of life, are 
to be tested —the touchstone by which 
all religious opinions are to be tried. 
And, therefore, it should be accessible to 
all. 
Besides, there is a godly simplicity, 
combined with an unearthly majesty and 
a Divine authority, in the style of the 
Scriptures, which can hardly fail to im- 
press the mind of any serious reader, 
whether a Christian or a heathen; and 
therefore to place them in the hands of 
serious and honest heathens, is perhaps 
the best means, oftentimes, of bringing 
them to a conviction of the truth of what 
God has revealed. 

But for native converts also, and for 
‘churches organized in the midst of the 
heathen, the Bible is needed in their 
vernacular tongues. For these, indeed, 
it is indispensable; and the sooner the 
work is effected, where such churches ex- 
ist, the better for the interests of Christian 
piety. 

Books and tracts, then, containing a 
defence or exposition of Divine truth, 
either elaborated from raw materials, or 
transferred bodily from other languages, 
are needed, at an early date, in the lan- 
guage of every pagan nation where an at- 
tempt is made to introduce the religion of 
the cross; and among these, in an espe- 
cial manner, is the Bible needed. Such 
appears to be the judgment of all Protest- 
ant missionaries; for, everywhere, the 


translation of the Scriptures, and the pre- 
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paration of other books, are found to en- 
gage their early attention. 


Qualifications of a Translator. 


The translation of the Divine oracles, 
however, is by no means an easy task ; 
and in general it may be said, that in the 
first essays made at it, in any language, 
neither perfection, nor a near approxima- 
tion to perfection, is ever to be expected. 
The difficulties divide themselves into 
three classes: first, those which pertain 
to the circumstances of the translator ; 
second, those which are inherent in the 
nature of the book to be translated ; and 
third, those which grow out of the idiom- 
atic peculiarities of the language into which 
the translation is to be made. 

First: the difficulties which pertain to 
the circumstances of the translator. In 
order to appreciate these, the qualifica- 
tions of a good translator must be noticed ; 
and it will be obvious that the happy in- 
dividuals who combine all these, are not 
always the men upon whom this important 
work necessarily devolves. 

1. A translator should be thoroughly 
acquainted with the original languages of 
the Bible. All our ministers are sup- 
posed to have a competent knowledge of 
these languages for the ordinary pur- 
poses of interpretation ; but it is only a few 
who attain such eminence in studies of this 
kind, as the work of translation calls for ; 
and these few are not always the men 
who offer themselves for the Lord’s work 
in foreign lands. 

2. He should have a practical acquaint- 
ance with the language into which the 
translation is to be made. This is an ac- 
quirement which, in the case of every for- 
eigner, must always require years of prac- 
tice, as well as of study; and it can sel- 
dom be safe, even for the most experi- 
enced missionary, in a work of so much 
importance as that of translating the 
Word of God, to dispense altogether with 
the aid of intelligent natives; for how 
well soever he may be versed in the lan- 
guage in question, he will always be more 
or less liable to the error of substituting, 
for vernacular modes of expression, those 


which belong rather to his mother tongue. 
Besides, it is often difficult for one to sat- 
isfy himself about the best way of express- 
ing a thought, in his own language ; much 
more must this difficulty be felt in a lan- 
guage comparatively new, and only par- 
tially learned. A knowledge of the na- 
tive dialect being indispensable, it is ob- 
viously out of the question for a mission- 
ary to attempt much in the matter of 
translation, till he has been many years in 
the field. If good native assistance, or 
the help of a previous, though imperfect, 
version can be obtained, then, it is true, 
one may commence, and do a good work, 
even before he has acquired a full mas- 
tery of the language ; but not otherwise. 

3. A translator, besides having com- 
petent literary attainments, should possess 
a clear head and a cool judgment, so as 
rightly to apprehend the scope of a pas- 
sage, and to perceive the force of the par- 
ticular words on which the drift of an ar- 
gument or a discourse often hinges. He 
ought, in fact, to have the mental quali- 
ties, and also much of the furniture, of 
a scriptural theologian. He should un- 
derstand the whole drift of what the Bible 
teaches ; for no one can be certain of 
translating correctly what he does not pre- 
tend to understand. The man who is in 
doubt about the meaning of the sacred 
text, will meet -with difficulties at almost 
every step in his progress; and the man 
who interprets it erroneously, will pro- 
duce an unfaithful translation. Scholas- 
tic learning, or mere soundness in the 
faith, will not suffice. One may be well 
schooled in systematic theology, and be 
able to teach the truth with sufficient ac- 
curacy in a discursive way, who yet for 
want of a clear, logical mind, and inde- 
pendence of judgment, will make but a 
poor interpreter of Scripture, and there- 
fore, a poor translator. 4 

4. The next qualification to be men- 
tioned, is a capacity for nice discrimina- 
tion ; so as to be able to seize upon the 
exact shade, or shades, of thought in- 
tended by the writers, in pregnant pas- 
sages ; and to select the very words which 
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may be best adapted to exhibit these to 
the reader. 

5. A translator should be so free from 
the influence of sectarian feelings, as to 
be willing to let the Bible speak a lan- 
guage which, perchance, may not appear, 
at first sight, to teach the doctrine or pol- 
ity that characterizes his branch of the 
church; and which may be truly and or- 
thodoxly interpreted only by a compari- 
son of one text with another. 

6. To interpret truly, and therefore to 
translate accurately, a man should be full 
of the Holy Ghost; for those only who 
have an internal teaching of the Spirit, 
nay, those who, in consequence of the in- 
dwelling of the Spirit, and his all pervad- 
ing influence, are kept in a state of high 
spiritual susceptibility, can be expected to 
appreciate the more mysterious truths of 
revelation, or to recognize them, as they 
oceur at intervals in the written word. 
Other things being equal, no one is so 
competent to explain what another says, 
asa friend who is like-minded, and who 
is in habits of intimate communion with 
Ilim. No doubt ordinary Christians, hav- 
ing the other qualifications spoken of, 
might produce a version of great value ; 
yet not so perfect a one as if, in addition 
to those qualifications, they were imbued 
in a high degree with the spirit of Christ, 
and lived on terms of holy intimacy with 
him. It need not be said that, in this 
respect, all translators have not an equal 
advantage. 

Nature of the Work. 


The second class of difficulties encoun- 
tered in translating the Scriptures, are 
such as grow out of the nature and char- 
acter of the volume to be translated. It 
is an inspired book; and therefore a 
translator can never feel so much at lib- 
erty to vary the forms of expression, with 
a view to greater perspicuity, as he would, 
if engaged on a human production. The 
subjects treated of are connected with 
man’s highest interests. The truths re- 
vealed in the Bible, are those on which 
our eternal life hinges. A translation 
ought, therefore, to express neither 
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more nor less than the Holy Ghost in- 
tended. 

The thing is, to give the inspired 
thought itself which each verse embodies, 
without perversion, addition, or subtrac- 
tion. Yet this is obviously no easy task, 
even for one who has all the qualifications 
which the best translator can be expected 
to have ; because ' 

1. From the mysterious nature of the 
subject, the use of ambiguous words, the 
peculiarities of Hebrew and Greek idioms, 
the unusual style of some of the writers, 
or their peculiar modes of reasoning, or 
their indirect allusions to the unknown 
usages and institutions of ancient times, 
the exact meaning of the original text is 
often somewhat obscure. A celebrated 
translator, who seems not to have appre- 
hended the truth of that mysterious union 
which subsists between Christ and his 
people, has translated the phrase, “ in 
Christ,” in Rom. viii. 1, “in the faith of 
Christ ;” intending thus to make the mean- 
ing more clear. In the same version, the 
word in Col. i. 15, which our translators 
have made “ first born,” is rendered first 
producer, and instead of “ knoweth no 
man,” in Mark xiii. 32, we have “ no one 
maketh known.” The object of the trans- 
lator, in the last two instances, was to 
save appearances in relation to the divin- 
ity of Christ; and he believed that his 
renderings did no violence to the original 
words. The question is one both of the- 
ology and philology. Where the English 
Bible has “ spirit of holiness,” in Rom. i. 4, 
some versions, on the supposition that it 
refers to the third person of the Trinity, 
with the view of removing all obscurity, 
read “ Holy Spirit.” One version says, in 
Matt. v. 5, “ Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit that land;” meaning 
probably, the heavenly land. Several 
translators, uncertain about the meaning 
of pasan ten gen and holen ten gen, in 
Matt. xxvii. 45, Mark xiii. 33, and Luke 
xxiii. 44, have in the two former made it 
mean the whole land or country, and in 
the last, the whole earth. Similar difficul- 
ties, arising from the ambiguity of wordsin 
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the original text, are often encountered in 
the work of translation. 

2. There is a diversity of opinion among 
the learned, with regard to the true read- 
ing of certain texts. Not that the differ- 
ent readings are ever of such a character 
as materially to affect the sense in any 
important passage, or to throw doubt upon 
any doctrine or duty of revelation ; but 
such as they are, every translator must 
discriminate between what is genuine and 
what is spurious, either by following 
throughout some one of the most approved 
editions, (which might not always be safe), 
or by selecting from different editions, ac- 
cording to his own judgment of each case 
as it arose. The latter course would be 
the most satisfactory, though it would in- 
volve a heavy responsibility ; and in such 
a country as India, where several inde- 
pendent versions, in different languages 
and dialects, are circulating together, 
there would be danger of exhibiting in 
these, such diversities as might, to unin- 
structed readers, be an occasion of stum- 
bling. In the versions of North India, for 
example, though there is generally little 
deviation from the Textus Receptus, one 
edition of a certain version was published, 
in which most of the emendations of 
Griesbach were adopted, even to the re- 


jection of the first eleven verses of the 


eighth chapter of John. The difficulty 
is to make sure of the true readings, 
in all cases, and then to unite in them 
all the translators in each particular field. 

3. The meaning of difficult passages 
is sometimes ascertained by comparing. 
them with others in which the same words 
are used. Important words, therefore, 
should always be rendered by the same 
terms, except where the sense obviously 
forbids. To secure this uniformity, the 
greatest care is required, and an amount 
of labor must be performed which few 
would have the patience to submit to. 
Indeed, the thing is scarcely ever at- 
tempted. Even where the original has 
whole sentences alike, word for word, the 
versions sometimes make them as differ- 
ent from each other as they well can be. 
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Such is the passage from Is. vi. 9, 10, 
quoted in Matt. xiii. 14, 15, and Acts 
xxviii. 26, 27. One of the Hindustani 
versions renders it, in Matthew, after this 
fashion: “ Ye shall, indeed hear with the 
ears, but shall not understand ; ye shall 
see with the eyes, but shall not perceive : 
For the heart of this people has become 
fat; and with their ears they are deaf; 
ayd they have closed their eyes ; lest they 
should see with the eyes, and hear with the 
ears, and understand with the heart, and 
incline, and I should heal them.” The 
same version, in Acts, makes it thus: 
“Ye shall indeed listen, to hear, but ye 
shall not understand ; ye shall look, to 
see, but there shall be no perception : 
Because the heart of this people is lan- 
guid, and their ears are deaf, and they 
have closed their eyes, lest they should 
see with the eyes, and hear with the 
ears, and understand with the heart, and 
turn, and I should heal them.” 


4. Obscurity often arises from a want 


of proper artificial divisions in the text. 
The common division into chapters and 
verses, though in the main correct enough, 
is often very erroneous; and so is lia- 
ble to mislead the reader. In the ab- 
sence of inspired indices, every interpreter 
must exercise his own judgment in set- 
tling the natural divisions of the text. 
To a translator, this is particularly im- 
portant; because on it depends, not un- 
frequently, the rendering of words which 
affect the signification of entire para- 
graphs; and to be able rightly to para- 
graph the Bible, evidently requires a 
thorough knowledge of its contents. 

5. The largeness of the work consti- 
tutes another difficulty. To translate the 
whole Bible into a foreign tongue, is too 
much for any one man of ordinary capa- 
city, unless he can be so freed from other 
cares as to devote a series of years ex- 
clusively to this work. But while the 
number of missionaries is so disproportion- 
ate to that of the people who depend on 
them for instruction, few can be spared 
long enough from the daily duties of the 
school-room, the chapel and the high- 
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ways, to give anything like undivided 
attention to the business of translation. 


Peculiarities of Language. 


The third class of difficulties, are those 
that grow out of the idiomatic peculiari- 
ties of the language into which the trans- 
lation is made. 

1. Languages often differ so much 
from each other in their structure, that a 
literal rendering from one into another, 
would produce only an unintelligible jar- 
yon. In such cases, it is obvious that the 
forms of speech must be changed. ‘The 
Scriptures are valuable on account of the 
truth they reveal to men. The chief 
thing to be aimed at, therefore, in a trans- 
lation, is to exhibit the ideas of the original, 
in the most lucid form that can be safely 
adopted. ‘To secure this end, the modes 
of expression used in the original have 
sometimes to be sacrificed. This is a 
common sense principle—one that every 
translator acts upon. It is the spirit, not 
the letter, that gives life. It is the truth 
itself, that sanctifies, and not the words 
used to convey the truth. Yet, in chang- 
ing the expressions of a writer, there is 
always danger of giving at least a slight 
variation to the thought itself. This dif 
ficulty meets one particularly in the Epis- 
tles of the New Testament, where the sen- 
tences are sometimes so long, and so in- 
volved, that nothing short of dissection, 
and a sort of reconstruction of them, will 
suflice. 

2. The metaphors of the Bible are 
sometimes used by Gentile nations in 
different senses from those in which the 
Ilebrews used them; so that a literal 
translation, in such cases, would convey 
erroneous ideas. Some of the nations of 
India, for example, by the term ‘ hard- 
hearted, would naturally understand 
‘courageous,’ and regard it as a virtuous 
trait of character. 

3. In some of the languages of India— 
perhaps all of them—much importance is 
attached to what are called honorific 
modes of speech. The use of the second 
personal pronoun, for example, in the 
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singular number, generally implies con- 
tempt of the person spoken to. On this 
account, the use of the »plural number, in 
addressing a person, is almost universal. 
And when a person of superior rank is 
addressed, it is considered necessary to 
employ terms (both pronouns and verbs,) 
of still greater respect. A departure from 
this usage is so offensive to the mass of the 
people, and especially the more learned 
among them, that at least one translator 
has ventured to substitute the honorific 
forms for the more simple phraseology of 
the inspired authors. 

4. Another difficulty arises from the 
want of suitable terms, in the languages 
of the heathen, to represent the peculiar 
theological and ecclesiastical ideas of rev- 
elation. The heathen have their gods 
many, and their lords many, all designa- 
ted by different names ; and the difliculty 
is to choose from among them a name 
that may serve properly to designate the 
only living and true God. Or, if they 
have the idea of one Supreme God, to 
whom all the others are subordinate, they 
still have him clothed with attributes so 
unworthy of the Divine nature, that the 
application of the name by which he is 
known, to the God of the Bible, would be 
certain, at first, to convey to their minds 
an erroneous idea of what he really was. 
The same thing may be said of words to 
denote heaven, hell, atonement, salvation, 
holiness, &c. ‘The missionaries in China 
have had more trouble perhaps than any 
others, in agreeing upon a word to desig- 
nate the Supreme Being; there being 
nothing current in the language, against 
which serious objections might not be 
urged. ‘The missionaries in North India 
long debated the question, whether the 
word Jehovah, as the distinctive name of 
the true God, should be transferred, as a 
proper name, or translated, as in the 
English Bible, by a word signifying Lord. 
The former plan, adopted in some of the 
earlier versions, was advocated by most 
—perhaps all—of the American mis- 
sionarics ; yet the opposition was so strong, 
that the Bible Societies decided in favor 
of translating the word. The general 


Miscellany. — On Translations. 


369 
principle, in matters of this kind, is to 
use such terms as most nearly approxi- 
mate the Christian idea, and depend on 
a comparison of passages, and the teach- 
ings of other books, and the oral teach- 
ings of the missionaries, for an explana- 
tion of them. 

5. In the Urdu language — that which 
is more used in the north of India than 
any other—translators are met by another 
difficulty. The language is compounded 
of ingredients taken from the Sanskrit, 
the Ilindi, the Persian, and the Arabic ; 
and, in the estimation of the learned, the 
elegance of an Urdu composition is gen- 
erally in proportion to the quantity of the 
Persian and Arabic elements it contains ; 
while to the common people, a large ad- 
mixture of these clements is sure to make 
itin a measure unintelligible. It is not 
easy, therefore, in preparing a version of 
the Scriptures for general use, to keep in 
the middle way, between a style too high 
for the unlearned, and too low for men 
of literary taste. On this subject, much 
difference of opinion has prevailed, and, 
as a consequence, several versions of the 
New Testament, in Urdu, have been pre- 
pared and brought into use. 


Method of Proceeding. 


In translating, the method of procedure 
is not in all cases the same. Sometimes 
the original text is taken, and the trans- 
lation made directly from it, the English 
and other versions being freely consulted. 
This is done by the missionary in conjune- 
tion with a native assistant, or, in the first 
instance by the missionary alone; a na- 
tive being afterwards employed to criti- 
cise the work in respect to its literary 
merits. Sometimes a rough translation is 
made by a native assistant, from a ver- 
sion already extant in one of the other 
languages of the country, or from the Eng- 
lish Bible, and afterwards corrected by 
the missionary, on comparing it with the 
original. ‘Thus corrected, the whole is 
submitted to the same assistant, or to 
others, with the view of guarding against 
idiomatical errors, and injudicious words, 
or unhappy expressions. In some cases, 
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the work of one missionary with his assist- 
ants, passes under the review of other mis- 
sionaries, and is thus further improved, 
before it goes to press. 

On heathen ground, the Bible is al- 
ways translated, and published, at first, 
by piecemeal, the parts that are deemed 
most important, or best adapted to the 
circumstances of the heathen and of 
young converts, having the precedence ; 
such as the Gospels and Acts, Genesis 
and a part of Exodus, the Psalms, some 
of the Epistles, &c.; and it often happens 
that many editions of these are printed 
and circulated before the whole Bible, or 
even the whole New Testament, is ready 
for publication. 


Main Requisites. 


A large portion of the works prepared 
by our missionaries, consists of transla- 
tions. These are useful; but what is 
chiefly required for India is an original 
native literature, adapted in every respect 
to the circumstances and the genius of the 
people. And the same thing is probably 
true of every other mission field. 

It is clear, therefore, that to every mis- 
sion some at least should be sent, whose 
natural abilities and whose literary at- 
tainments are of the first order. There 
is work to be done in every mission, 
which never can be well done by any but 
strong men; and the church should see 
to it, that such men are not wanting at 
the time and place in which their services 
are called for. 

But by whomsoever this work is done, 
it is obvious, in view of the difficulties at- 
tending it, that the special guidance and 
assistance of the Spirit of God are re- 
quired for its successful accomplishment. 
Let the prayers of the church, then, when 
offered up on behalf of the cause of mis- 
sions, have a distinct reference, some- 
times at least, to this particular depart- 
ment of labor. All missionaries need the 
prayers of God’s people ; and, certainly, 
not the least among them, those who 
are engaged in translating the Word of 
Life.—For. Miscellany. 
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RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 


Chintse Theatres. 


In China, theatrical exhibitions form 
an important part of idolatrous worship. 
The principal and professed object of the- 
atres is to honor or propitiate some god 
or spirit, which is supposed to be present 
in an image, or tablet, or paper engray- 
ing, to which is assigned the most promi- 
nent and honored place. In front of the 
object of worship may always be seen a 
table spread with sacrifices or offerings, in 
order to satisfy the palate, as well as the 
eyes and ears, of the unseen spirit. Plays 
are performed in temples, in private 
dwellings, in the street, and by the road 
side. Temples of every kind have each 
a stage or platform in front of the iduls, 
designed particularly for theatrical pur- 
poses. Wealthy families have a tempo- 
rary stage erected in the large interior 
court. Sometimes a family, or several 
families together, have a stage erected on 
a vacant plot of ground near their house. 
In business streets, theatricals are fre- 
quently exhibited in front of a shop for the 
benefit of its trade, in which case a stage 
is erected across the street, the floor being 
sufliciently high to allow the people to 
pass under it. The expense of these ex- 
hibitions is borne by the temple, shop, 
family, or families which contract for 
them. Friends receive special invita- 
tions, and have seats assigned to them 
and a feast provided for them. Any one 
may be present who is willing to stand in 
a crowd as a common spectator, and the 
greater the number of these outside ob- 
servers, the better pleased are those who 
give the entertainment. 


Occasions on which Plays are performed. 


The times or occasions of these thea- 
tres are very numerous. On the birth- 
day of a god, a theatre is given to that 
god, in the temple belonging to it, by the 
neighborhood or village connected with 
the temple. On many of the festivals, 
theatres are performed in the ancestral 
temples. The birth-day of a parent, 
either living or deceased, may also be 
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celebrated by a theatre. Theatres are 
often given in consequence of vows. In 
times of conflagration, persons frequently 
fall on the ground and promise a theatre 
in honor of a fire-god, in case their dwelling 
is protected. This kind of theatre is called 
sie ho hi, thank-fire theatre. In times of 
peace and security, a person or neighbor- 
hood often provides a theatre to avert fu- 
ture calamities, called pau ngan hi, secure- 
tranquillity-theatre. The noisy ceremo- 
nies of finding hungry ghosts, described 
in a former letter, are generally termi- 
nated by a theatre, called en jing hi, tran- 
quillize-gods-theatre, which is intended as 
a kind of apology to the local deities for 
making so much disturbance in the places 
which they preside over. The birth-day 
of the reigning emperor is celebrated by 
theatres of several days’ duration, in the 
yamuns or public offices. Other occa- 
sions for theatres might be mentioned, but 
the above are sufficient to give a general 
idea of the whole. 


Character of the Plays. 


The plays performed present much 
which strikes a foreigner as whimsical 
and ridiculous. Still, making allowance 
for the difference of national taste and 
literary attainments, they differ less from 
corresponding performances in the west, 
than might be expected. Some are his- 
torical, presenting events and characters 
of former dynasties ; some are purely fic- 
titious; some are the productions of the 
past, and some of the present age. They 
are regarded by the people as aids to vir- 
tuous living, as the characters represented 
generally meet with their just deserts of 
rewards or punishments. The various 
kinds of costume employed differ widely 
from that used at the present day, and 
are oftentimes exceedingly grotesque and 
ludicrous. The performers recite their 
parts in a high drawling soprano tone, 
which, though unnatural, and never used 
in common conversation, is required by 
Chinese taste in theatres. These exhibi- 
tions are characterized by an undue 
amount of action. The performers are 
continually advancing and retiring, bow- 
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ing and gesturing, twisting and turning. 
They often engage in loud altercations, 
violent gesticulations, and severe conflicts, 
which, though we might suppose they 
would only excite laughter, seem well cal- 
culated to inspire awe in the mind of 
Chinese spectators. The termination, not 
only of each act or scene, but in some 
cases, of each sentence or paragraph, is 
marked by a flourish of gongs and other 
musical (or rather, to our ears, unmusical) 
instruments. The plays, being composed 
and recited, for the most part, in the terse 
written language of China, are very im- 
perfectly understood, even by literary 
men. The meaning is derived, not so 
much from what is heard, as from what 
is seen. The auditors are also assisted by 
occasional sentences spoken in the collo- 
quial dialect, and by additional explana- 
tions from theatre-going people in the au- 
dience. It is but just to say, with refer- 
ence to the morals of Chinese theatres, 
that their most objectionable feature is 
their connection with idolatry. Vulgar 
and immoral plays, though not unknown, 
are comparatively rare ; and, being pro- 
scribed by law, are generally found only in 
obscure villages in the country. Thea- 
tres, like almost every thing else in China, 
have evidently deteriorated, and the na- 
tives often remark of them, as of other 
things, “ they are not what they were of 
old.” 


Actors. 


Play actors, being employed to amuse 
and serve the people, are regarded as an 
inferior class. In Ningpo, the conduct of 
theatres falls exclusively to a proscribed 
class, who are the descendants of a family 
which formerly fell under the displeasure 
of the emperor. Females, as a general 
thing, do not appear upon the stage; but 
men sustain the parts of female charac- 
ters, with a singular imitation of their 
voice and general appearance. Children, 
from an early age, are carefully taught to 
observe all the niceties of voice and ges- 
ture, regarded as so essential in their pro- 
fession; and are required to commit to 
memory an immense amount of matter, 
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with the greatest accuracy. Proficients 
in the art of play-acting become teach- 
ers and heads of companies. Children 
designed to follow this mode of life are in- 
dentured to these teachers, with express 
stipulation, that, if the child is beaten to 
death, his life shall not be required at the 
teacher's Imnds. ‘This provision is made, 
because it is supposed that excellency can- 
not be attained in this branch of learning 
without constant and severe castigation. 
Poor children doomed to this life of ser- 
vitude get very little sympathy, as their 


sufferings are regarded as a necessity of 


their condition, and they are expected to 
get used to them. They have also the sat- 
isfaction of knowing that they are only 
treated as their master was before them. 

A theatrical company generally sells its 
services for a year to some wealthy indi- 
vidual, who furnishes them with an outfit, 
and employs a superintendent, whose busi- 
ness it is to keep them employed, and 
collect pay for their services. ‘These com- 
panies consist of from ten to sixty per- 
sons, and their services may be engaged 
for from three to twenty dollars a play. 
Several plays may be performed by the 
same company in a day, and plays are 
often continued for several days in suc- 
cession in the same place. Sometimes a 
wealthy individual employs a theatrical 
company for a definite length of time, for 
the special amusement of bimself and his 
gods. These actors, being despised by 
their countrymen, have little respect for 
themselves, and find their place below 
medio-rity in the scale of morals. 

While it may well be a matter of sur- 
prise and rejoicing that these theatres are 
not worse in a moral point of view than 
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Mr. Rice, of the London Missionary Society, 
gives the following view of the progress of mis- 
sionary work in the field where he labors, in 
Southern India. 


When looking at the progress of mis- 
sionary work in this country from year to 
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they are, we cannot but notice the mas- 
terly art of Satan, in infusing into this 
almost sole means of popular recreation 
and amusement the poison of idolatry, 
So universal and frequent are these the- 
atrical exhibitions, and so well suited to 
national tastes, that the people have little 
time or disposition to meet together for 
other purposes; and gatherings for the 
purpose of listening to public addresses 
and harangues are almost unknown. 


Observances connected with Theatres. 


There are other observances closely 
connected with theatres, which, in these 
already protracted letters, will have to 
be passed over with a bare reference to 
them. The ceremony, called pai tsi, con- 
sists in making a collection in the temple 
belonging to any neighborhood, of all the 
curiosities, ancient and modern, which 
can be obtained. These are tastefully 
arranged in different parts of the build- 
ing, and large crowds assemble for days 
in succession, to witness and examine 
them. 

Idolatrous processions in honor of dif- 
ferent gods occur frequently during the 
year, and are attended with a great dis- 
play of pomp and finery, and an immense 
outlay of money. Idols are borne on 
men's shoulders at the head of the pro- 
cessions, followed by crowds of men and 
boys, bearing aloft any object which will 
strike the gaze of the beholder, or add 
to the interest and novelty of the scene. 

A particular description of the differ- 
ent anniversaries and festivals in China, 
would throw much light on Chinese char- 
acter and manners.—J. L. Nevius, in Lome 
and For. Record. 
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year, one is sometimes apt to be discouraged 
at the comparative smallness of the results. 
But a wider survey produces a very different 
impression, On resuming my work here, it 
was natural to look back to the state of mis- 


sions in this part of the field when I first 
arrived at Bangalore, twenty years ago ; and 
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the result of the retrospect has been cheer- 

ing to my own mind; it shows the advance 

that has been made since that time to be 

considerable. ‘Then the entire number of 

missionaries laboring among the 5,000,000 

of people who speak the Canarese language 

was only five ; now there are thirty, ic. inclad- 

ing missionaries of all denominations. ‘Then, 

there does not appear to have been a dis- 

tinct Canarese church formed, except at 

this station, where there were nine members. 

There are now ninety-two baptized persons in 

connection with the Canarese congregation 

here, and 162 with the Tamil. The number 

in the native churches of all communions 

throughout the Canarese country now 

amounts to 1884. At four of the stations 
these include a considerable number of 
Tamulians; how many, does not appear, 

The youth under instruction in schools could 

not in 1837 have exceeded 800; now, there 
are nearly 4000, of whom from 900 to 1000 
are receiving a superior education in Eng- 
lish, and some are training for the ministry. 
Progress has also been made in female 
education, which at that time could searcely 
be attempted at all. ‘Then, there was 
scarcely a native school-book in existence; 
now, we have some sixty different kinds suit- 
able both for English and Canarese schools ; 
besides a variety of tracts and other publi- 
cations. A thorough revision of the entire 
bible has also been in great part completed, 
And if to this is added the number of those 
who have died in the faith, the extensive 
promulgation of Christian truth throughout 
the country, and the fact that much of what 
has been already accomplished has been pre- 
paratory work, containing within itself the 
seeds of future development, I think there is 
ample reason to “thank God and take cour- 
age.” At the same time it must be con- 
fessed that ‘the work of actual conversion 
from the power of Satan unto God goes on 
but too slowly amongst the Canarese people. 
A fair view of the entire state of the case, 
while, on the one hand, affording matter for 
gratitude and hope, yet should, onthe other, 
produce humiljy, and lead to more earnest 
effort and prayer in seeking those spiritual 
and saving results which we are anxious to 
secure in far greater measure. 
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BOMBAY. 


Mr. Harding, 0 missionary of the American 
Board, writes in the Missionary Herald: 

Since the Ist of January, | have conducted 
a weekly prayer meeting with the native 
Christians, and now am beginning to hold 
general meetings with the people. For the 
present, Mr. Bowen kindly takes charge of 
the Sabbath morning service in the chapel, 
where the attendance is usually about forty. 
In the afternoon the service is held in the 
entry, or front part of the chapel. The 
room will hold about a hundred, and it is 
crowded every Sabbath. The chapel stands 
upon a large thoroughfare, and I think an 
audience might be collected at any hour of 
the day. Last Sabbath we had the com- 
munion in the afternoon. It was so late at 
the close of this service that I proposed to 
omit the other; but as we passed out of the 
door two young men met us, who had been 
present the week before, and we stopped a 
moment to speak with them. During the 
conversation, before we were aware of jt, 
thirty or forty persons, passing by, were 
lingering to hear what was said. Such an 
opportunity seemed too good to be lost, and 
we therefore remained speaking to them 
from the steps till it was nearly dark, and 
when we closed, the audience numbered 
more than a hundred. My two native help- 
ers render much valuable assistance at these 
meetings. Indeed I could do but little with- 
out them, and at the same time, they are 
unable to hold large mectings without the 
presence of a missionary. Sometimes a 
deep impression seems to be made upon 
audiences thus assembled. ' The attention 
of every one, for the time at least, is arrested 
by the great truths of religion, and we can 
see in many a countenance the expression, 
“ Perhaps these things are so.” At other 
times the presence of a few bad men, half 
intoxicated it may be, will seem to dissipate 
all salutary impressions, and the truth is 
turned to ridicule. At present, however, I 
think such meetings are calculated to do 
much good, and I have, therefore, com- 
menced a similar service on Wednesday 
afternoons at the same place. The attend- 
ance is quite as good as on Sabbath after- 
Besides these meetings, I have two 


noons. 
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every week, of a similar character, in the 
small bungalow near the street, on our 
mission premises. ‘The audiences there are 
not so large, but I trust some good is ac- 
complished, 

1 have also commenced, as an experiment, 
a work among some Mahars in the north- 
eastern part of the city. It is a place where 
our missionaries have frequently been to 
give instruction, and the people have always 
listened with respect and apparent interest. 
Of late, they expressed the wish to have a 
school established for their children, and I 
have rented a house in a favorable locality 
for this purpose. One of my assistants re- 
moved there with his family several weeks 
ago, and occupies a part of the house, while 
the other part —a large room — is used for 
the school, and for meeting the people, as 
they may be disposed to come, for religious 
conversation, I have great hope that good 
will result from this, though there is opposi- 
tion from various quarters. One morning 
no children came to the school ; a story had 
been circulated that I was intending to keep 
them in school a short time, and then take 
them all to America. At present, about 
twenty attend daily, and good opportunities 
are afforded, from time to time, to preach 
to the people. 


FEEJEE ISLANDS. 


Thirty years ago the name of Christ was 
not known in Feejee, and for some years 
afterwards the people appeared almost im- 
pervious to the influences of religion. But 
a day of visitation has at length arrived, and 
those who have sown in tears reap in joy. 
About one-fourth of the entire estimated 
population of the group have abandoned 
heathenism, and earnestly desire to be in- 
structed in the saving truths of Christianity. 
The district-meeting says, “ In our several 
circuits we have already 54,281 professing 
Christians.” Thirty-six chapels have been 
built during the past year; twelve in the 
Bau circuit, fifteen in the Rewa, six in the 
Nandy, and three in the Bua circuit. In 
Kandavu alone there are now 12,000 pro- 
fessing Christians. 

Two interesting circumstances have trans- 
pired in connection with this wonderful spread 
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of the truth, The first is the blessing which 
has accompanied the labors of native Chris- 
tian teachers and evangelists, of which the 
following may serve as a specimen :—~A 
few people, from a small island called Koro, 
paid a visit to Vewa, and while there were 
led to renounce heathenism. On their re- 
turn to their own island they persuaded a 
few others to join them, and constituted a 
little company of about twenty, who desived 
to pray, but knew not how, and to be able to 
read the sacred books, but had none to read. 
At their request a teacher from Vewa was 
sent to them, who, with the exception of an 
occasional visit from the missionary, has 
been their only instractor for a period of 
nearly ten years. Idolatry is now entirely 
overthrown, ‘The twenty Christians have 
grown from that number to 2,600, From 
among them a teacher has been raised up, 
who has himself become an able and suc- 
cessful preacher, and is now pleading the 
cause of Fecjee in the several provinces of 
Australia. Of such native teachers and 
evangelists there are now in all about 250 
employed, 

The other pleasing feature of the work is 
the readiness of the people to provide for 
the support of these men. A missionary 
writes: “Our converts are anxious them- 
selves to pay the teachers, and to help in 
contributions as far as possible, This year, 
by the blessing of God, we hope to clear all 
expenses except the missionary’s salary.” 
And again: “Our native teachers said to 
me ,‘ Now we know true that religion is get- 
ting into the people’s hearts, when they are 
beginning to give their most precious things 
to God: it was never like this before’” 
It is plain that things are taking the right 
course, A foundation is laid for @ native 
ministry, supported by native churches. 
For these remarkable indications of an ex- 
tensive, genuine, and enduring work of 
grace, many thanksgivings have been, and 
will still be given to Him who has thus of 
the stones raised up children to Abraham, 
With these thanksgivings there have also 
ascended hearty prayers fot the further 
spread of this remarkable revival until the 
work shall be complete, and cannibal Feejeo 
shall have become Christian Feejec.— Wes- 
leyan Miss. Rep. 
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Donations. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


ARRIVAL OF MR. DANFORTIL 


Mr. Danforth, of the Assam Mission, 
with his family, arrived in this country, 
Aug. 26. 


LETTERS, &C. FROM MISSIONARIES. 


Burmah. 


MAULMAIN...J. Wave, Jan. 0, Feb. 10, May 
17.—Mre. W., July 12,* 1857.—C. Bennurr, Ma 
Hinnann, April 13, May 3, 18, — J. 
M. Hasweis, Jan. 9, Feb. 28, April 12. 


Tavoy.—E, lb. Cross, Dec, 26, 1857, Mar. 9, 
20, 24.—T. Dee. 15, 1857J. 


P. Warnous, March 5, 
April 20. 

Tounaoo.—F. Mason, Feb. 17, Mar. 15, 18, 
April 7, 15.—Mre. M., June 8. 


Ranaoon —J. Dawson, May 15, 80.—E. A. 
Stevens, Mar. 2, April 80, May 25, June 3.— 
Mrs. 8., Feb. 26.—T. 5. RANNeEY, Jan. 16. 


Prome. Kincaip, Mar, 8, April 10.—T. 
Simona, Jan, 12, 26. 


C. Tuomas, Jan. 13, Feb. 8, 
13, Mar. 12, 19, May 10.—A. R. R. 
Dec. 23, 1867, April 1, May 17. 


Bassnin.—J. L. Feb. 16, April 6, 
20,28 —H. L. Van Meren, Mar. 18, May 17.— 
J. 8. Bexcunn, Feb. 20. 

Assam. 


A. H. Danvorrn, Mar. 12, Aug. 5.—S. M. 
Wuitina, April 6. 


Teloogoos. 

L. Jewert, Feb. 11, Mar. 2, 11, 26(?), May 14, 
16, June A. DovaLass, Mar, 13, April 22. 
Siam. 

R. Tervonn, Feb. 4, Mar. j.—Mrs. T., April 
24.—Mre. S.J. Smivu, Mar. 26. 

China, 

J.W. Jounson, April 2, 14,24.—W. Asumore, 
Mar. 23, April 12.—D. J. Macaowan, Mar. 10, 
with j., Muay &—M. J. KNowxron, Feb. 6.—E. 
C, Lonp, Mar. 20. 

France. 

A. Dez, May 10, June 1, July 22, Aug. 5.— 

J. BOULKAU, July 27 
Germany. 

J.G. OncKEN, April 24, June8 —J. Straube 

Aug. — G. W. LEMMANN, May 29. . 
Delawares. 


WILLanp, May 20, J —JI.G.P 
Mar. 12, April. 


Cherokees. 
J. B. Jones, May 56, July 12. 


* Recovered from the Ava. 
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Receivep in Aucust, 158. 


Maine. 


Calais, a disciple and his wile” 
22; Vassalboro’, Sab. 
Hollis M. White 1.65; Wins- 
low, Dea, Ebenezer Abbott 1; 


New Hampshire. 


Stratham, ch. 


Vermont. 


Burlington, ch., B. A. Fuller tr., 
mon. con, 3.24; Rutland Cen- 
tre,ch., a few individuals 43; 
Vermont and Shattsbury Asso., 
per Rey. O. Dodge, agent, 20; 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, a friend, to sup. a pupil 
in the Maulmain theol. seb., 
South ch., friend 2.50; 
Charlestown, let ch., Board- 
mun Miss. Soc., F. O. Reed tr., 
100; High st. ch., W. Howe tr., 
4.00; Chelsea, ch. and soc., 
Dea. 8. Bryant tr., mon. con. 
76.600; Old Cambridge, ch., J. 
Warren Merrill, Chairman 
Miss. Com., 618.08; Brookline, 
ch. and cong., Dea. D. San- 
derson tr., of wh. 21.38 is mon. 
con. and 60 fr. ‘a member,” 
71.38; Newton Upper Falls, 
Miss Eliza Jameson 25; Chelme- 
ford, Central ch., Samson Ste- 
vens tr., mon, con. 20; West 
Acton, ch. 2.50; Westtield, a 
friend, per Rev. Ww. Carpenter, 
1; Amherst (7) a friend 1; 
Kerkshire Asso., George Mill- 
ard tr., 2.60; Taunton Green, 
ch. 50; Chicopee, Central ch., 
of wh. 1.50 is tor Karen Mis- 
sions, 28.40; Methuen, ch. 25.04; 
North Oxford, ch. 35; 

Worcester, Ist’ ch., additional, 
20.00; Vleasant st. ch., mon. 
con, 941; 38d ch. 17; Malden, 
ch., mon. con. 31; Ashland, ch. 
5; Webster, ch., of wh. 2.58 is 
fr. Sab. Sch., for the Teloogoo 
Mission, 87.87.; Northboro’, ch. 
87; Sou hboro’, ch.7; Belling- 
ham, ch. 20; Leicester, Mrs. K. 
Hammond 1; Lowell, Ist ch., 
mon, con, 43.78; collection 
26.22; per Rev. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 


Connecticut. 


State Convention, W. Griswold 
tr., Hartford, Ist ch., of wh. 
61.05 is mon. con. 208.17 fr. the 
eco and 40.15 fr. the la- 

es 

New Britain, ch., per Rey. J. 
Aldrich, agent, 


New York. 
Gorham, ‘a mother in Israel” 


25; Oxford, a sister 5; Hamil- 
ton, Master Wm. P. Brown 
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and Miss Susan F. Brown, to 
— bibles to the heathen, per 
v. M. Bronson, 2; Wyoming, 
ch. 18.50; Lowville, Sabin 
Goodell, for the debt, 2; 

Worcester Asso. 7.87; Jefferson 
and Gilboa, ch. 10; Summit, 
Ist ch. 48 cts.; Richmondville 
and Fulton, ch. 5.15 ; West- 
ford, ch. 2.50; per Rev. 0. 
Dodge, agent, 

Washington Union Asso,, West 
Hoosick, ch. 23.53; White 
Creek, ch. 22.07; E. White 
Creek, ch. le; Cambridge, ch. 
6.08; Mrs. Gay, 50 cts.; Mere 
Shedd 2; Whitman Joslyn 2; 
per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Union Asso., Sing Sing, ch., in 

rt, 60.67; Tarrytown, ch.. 32; 
ford, ch. 14.85; Mrs. Sav- 
age 3; Banksville, ch, of wh. 6 
is fr. Sab. Sch.,25; Cross River, 
ch. 2.38; Carmel,ch.,with other 
donas. to cons. Aaron Ganong 
L. M., 4331; Red Mills, ch., 
with other donas. to con. Rey. 
E. H. Ballard L. M., 26.35; per 
Rey. O. D., agent 


52.50 


25.50 


74.18 


‘ 207.06 
Hudson River North Asso., Half 


Moon, Ist ch. 34.75; Lansing- 
burgh, ch. 4.60; Waterford, 
ch. 3.25; per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Hoosick.ch., with other donas. to 
cons. Mrs. Elizabeth C. Grant 
L. M., per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Cayuga Asso., Montezuma, ch. 
uga, ch. 2; per Rey. 
Smith, agent, 

Monroe Asso., Rochester, Jud- 
son Soc. of Inquiry 11.50; 
Churchville, ch. 1.54; per Rey. 
H. A. 8., agent 

Steuben Asso., Bath, ch. 2.25; 
Oak Hill, ch. 60 cts.; Dix an 
Orange, “ch. 50 cts.; Reading, 
ch. 16.68; per Rev. H. A. 5., 


agent, 4 

Orleans Asso., Yates, ch., per 
Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Oswego Asso. 15.03; Rey. Peter 
Witt 25; Colosse, ch. 3; Ful- 
ton, ch.'31.62; Hannibal, ch. 
6; South Richland, ch. 49.25; 
to cons. William B. Shaw L 
M., per Rev. H. A. S., agent, 


New Jersey. 


West N.J.Asso., Upper Freehold, 
ch.8; Camden, 2nd ch., by Rey. 
F. T. Cailhopper, 5; per Rey. 
8. M. Osgood, agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Beaver Asso., Achor, ch. 35.25; 
Unity, ch. 3.04; New Bethel, 
ch. 4.61; Zoar, ch. 15.50; New 
Castle, ch., of wh. 951 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., 58.47; Harmony, ch. 
24; West Greenville, ch. 1.81; 
Amana, ch. 50 cts.; per Rey. 
S. M. Osgood, agent 

Clarion Asso. 30.84; Union, ch. 
8.35; Berean, ch. 8.55; Green- 
ville, ch. 2; East Mahoning, ch. 

.94; New Bethlehem, ch. 5; 
Strattonville, ch. 3.25; Mahon- 
ing, ch. 5; Shiloh, ch. 1.26; 

Bank, ch. 62 cts.; Zion, ch. 
1; Punxutawney, ch. 50 cts.; 
r Rey. S. M. O., agent, 

earfield Asso., per Rey. S. M. 
O., agent, 

Northumberland Asso., Rush,ch. 
12.51; Williamsport, ch. 19.82; 
Shamokin, ch. 3.43; Jersey 
Shore, ch. 42.81; Clinton, ch. 


42.50 


30.00 


14.75 


19.88 
4.25 
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— 613.56 


138.18 


69.81 
2.25 


13.00 


50 ets. ; Prof. T. F. 
Curtis 5; Derry, ch. 7.62;Union, 
ch. 1; Benton, Rev. E. M. Al- 
den and wife 1.25; per Rey. 
S. M. O., agent, 

Pittsburg Asso., Freeport, ch., 
per Key. 8. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Cincinnati, Miss. C. Trevor 10 ; 
Fitth st. Sab. Sch. 26; 

Coshocton Asso. 20.64; Licking, 
ch. 40.50; Walnut Creek, ch. 
14.64; Scioto Asso., 12,23; Lo- 
rain Asso., G. Olmsted 6.31; 
Salem, ch. 4; Salt Creek, ch. 
3.50; Bird’s Kun, ch. 2.88; Isaac 
Tetrick 1; Wills Creek Asso. 
10; Streetsborough, ch., of wh. 
4is fr. Fem. Soc., and 3.58 fr. 
Sab. Sch., 9.92; Mantua and 
lliram, ch. 50 cts; Porta 
Asso. 3.74; per Rev. H. Davis, 


agent, 


Indiana. 


White Water Valley Asso., coll. 
at anniversary, per Rey. A. 8. 
Ames, agent, 

Flat Rock Asso., Marietta, ch., 
Joel Law, for the Henthada 
Mission house, 5; James Lemar 
5; John Lemar 2; William Law 
25; per Rev. A. 3. A., agent, 

Mt. Zion Asso., coll. at anniver- 
sary, per Rev. A. 8. A., agent, 

Bedford Asso., coll. at anniver- 
sary, 9.15 ; Bedford, ch. 533; 
per Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 


Tllinois. 
Upper Alton, ch., of wh. 9.60 is 
Fem. Karen Soc., 
Michigan. 
Michigan Asso., Milford, ch., per 
Rev. A. S. Ames, agent, 


Pipestone, W. Boughton, per 
vy. A. S. A., agent, 


Wisconsin. 
East Troy, ch. 
Iowa. 
Danville, ch., Jacob Alter tr., 
mon. con. 10; Cedar Rapids, 


ch., per Rey. O. Dodge, agent, 
5.47; 


Maryland. 
Taneytown, ch. 


93 44 
7.28 


36.00 


129.86 


15.89 


37.00 
8.60 


14.48 


In Foreign Countries. 


Assam, Tezpur, C. A. Bruce, per 
Rev.’S. Whiting, 


Legacy. 
Mansfield, Ms., Micah Allen, per 
» Otis Allen, Exr., 


[October, 1858. 


810.96 


165.86 


75.97 


15.47 


5.00 


45.45 
$2997.69 


200.00 
3197.69 


Total from April 1 to Aug. 31, 1858, $21,498.91. 
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13.04 
30.20 
5.00 
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